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Summer Break Edition 
 

Spring has sprung and summer is 

almost here! No more Walker 

Mineralogical Club meetings until  

the second Wednesday in 

September. There will be 

information about that meeting in 

the August Newsletter. 

 

In the meantime, many of us will 

substitute field collecting, visits to 

mineral shows and visits to places 

of mineralogical or geological  

 

interest on summer weekends and 

vacations.  

 

This editor has already been out on 

the first Walker Club field trip and 

currently is mineral collecting 

zeolites in Nova Scotia on the 

famous Bay of Fundy.  What a 

great time of year! 

 

Whatever you do this summer, 

please be safe in your travel and 
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collecting endeavours? Research 

your destinations ahead of time, 

take the right tools and be careful? 

Most of all have a great Summer! 

See you in September! 

  

Looking Back at the 

Banquet 

After missing a year, the Annual 

banquet was reinstated this past 

May. It was a fine evening of 

excellent food, camaraderie and a 

very good talk.  

 

The banquet was attended by 60+ 

members, honorary members and 

guests. Most importantly, there 

was a heavy turnout of members of 

the Canadian Gemmological 

Association, members of which 

had a interest in the after-supper 

presentation. The austere venue of 

the “Wedgewood Room” of the 

Faculty Club, at the U. of T. 

provided an air of significance for 

the evening. 

 

The supper consisted of a 

wonderful salad, baked Cornish 

hen followed by a very nice 

chocolate ice cream with fresh 

berries.  

 

Quintin and Willow Wight 

entertained attendees with a 

thorough overview of a trip that 

they made to Tanzania. While 

attending a Gemmological 

conference, Quintin and Willow 

undertook field trips to several 

interesting sites where gems were 

or have been mined in quantity. 

They outlined the history, geology, 

mineralogy and gems of interest at 

each site. As well, of course they 

showed interesting photo’s and 

anecdotes of their observations of 

flora, fauna and life in that part of 

Tanzania.  

 

Overall, the evening was definitely 

a gala event, that we hope will be 

repeated next year! 

 

Quintin and Willow Wight 

expound on their Tanzania 

experiences 

 

Bob and Brenda Beckett chat 

with past president Martina 

Wood. 
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Thorold and Spring Creek 

Quarries Field Trip  
 

Despite the rain, 19 members of 

the Walker Mineralogical club 

showed up for the season’s first 

field trip at Walker Bother’s 

Spring Creek Quarry near 

Beamsville.  The quarry is 

adjacent to the Lincoln (aka 

Beamsville) Quarry where the 

CCFMS field trips are held twice a 

year.  In fact the two quarries are 

so close, there is access between 

them from inside the quarries. 

 

Spring Creek is an active quarry 

mining dolomitic limestone for the 

construction industry.  Despite no 

recent blasts, there was plenty of 

material for everyone to search 

through.  Nice samples of calcite, 

sphalerite, some small dolomite 

and some selenite were found. 

About lunch time we packed up 

our gear and headed to the Walker 

Brother’s quarry in Thorold where 

we found lots of fresh blast 

material.  This quarry is also a 

dolomitic limestone quarry mined 

for road metal.  There were lots of 

calcite and good size dolomite 

crystals.  Many of the vugs had an 

association of both calcite 

scalenohedra and rhombic 

dolomite crystals.  There was also 

some sphalerite, selenite and some 

marcasite found.  

 

 

Unfortunately the wind direction 

was blowing from the old Thorold 

Quarry which is now a garbage 

dump.  However, the weather 

improved in the afternoon, make 

for a great day of collecting. 

Calcite crystal, 15mm, on 

dolomite crystals.  Collected on 

the WMC field trip. 

Sphalerite (10mm) crystal on 

dolomite crystals. Collected on 

the WMC field trip. 

 

It was great to see several 

members on their first Walker field 

trip.  There were plenty of 

seasoned collectors providing 

advice to those who needed it. 

An excellent turn out and a good 

day of collecting was had by all.  

Keep coming out to the field trips 

this summer.  There are still a few 

spots for our next trip to Marmora 

on June 11
th

. 
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2016 Field Trips 
 

It’s that time of year again.  

What’s left of the snow will be 

melting soon, the Maple Leafs will 

be heading to the golf course and 

more importantly, it won’t be long 

until the start of the 2016 field trip 

season.  The field trip committee 

has put together a preliminary list 

of trips to get everyone excited 

about collecting again.   

 

Please contact Andrew Morrison 

amorrison@canetaenergy.com  to 

sign up for a trip or for more 

details. The trips fill up fast so 

make sure to let us know as soon 

as possible! 

 

June 11
th

 - Marmoraton Mine:  
We all know what minerals are 

available at the Marmoraton Mine.  

We have been granted access to 

the dumps on June 11
th

 (Saturday).    

There is a maximum number of 24 

participants allowed on this trip.  

Aecon does not allow power tools. 

 

July 9 and 10
th

 - Miller property, 

Eganville:  A favourite of the 

Walker Club in recent years, many 

nice specimens of fluorapatite, 

titanite, orthoclase, pyroxene, 

amazonite and zircons have been 

found here.  Once again we will be 

getting the owner to clear the 

topsoil of some new promising 

areas.  There will be charges to 

access the property in addition to 

getting the owner to come in with 

his excavator, with the money 

going to a worthy cause.   

 

August 6 and 7th - Evans Lou 

Mine and Villeneuve Mine:  
Evans Lou is an abandoned 

feldspar quarry located in Quebec, 

40 km North of Ottawa. It is a 

rare-earth bearing granite 

pegmatite mined for feldspar with 

a large number of micro specimens 

that have been so far elusive to the 

Walker Club.  This Quarry was 

part of our week-long Ottawa trip 

last year, but few people were still 

around for this day.  At least one 

very nice quartz specimens was 

found and we decided it was worth 

another visit.   

 

The Villeneuve Mine is a former 

feldspar and mica mine with nice 

specimens of spessartine garnets in 

books of muscovite and schorl 

crystals, many of them up to a foot 

in length.  Nice quality peristerite 

can also be found here.  This site 

was also part of last year’s Ottawa 

trip, and we decided to give it 

another visit. 

 

The last week of August – 

Thunder Bay area:  The former 

field trip leader of the Kingston 

Lapidary and Mineral Club will be 

in the Thunder Bay area at the end 

of August and may be leading 

some trips.   Last year he led the 

Kinston club to four different 

amethyst localities and a two silver 

mines.  He is willing to let Walker 

club members join the trip, so if 

mailto:amorrison@canetaenergy.com
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there is some interest, we will 

pursue it further.  More details will 

be available in the spring. 

 

September 10 and 11
th

 – River 

Valley Garnet Occurrence: This 

is a famous old Ontario locality 

that produced large almandine 

garnets in biotite schist.  Tony 

Steede believes there is a new 

access to the property with a much 

shorter hike in from the road.  

There are also reports of nearby 

occurrences.  We will be scouting 

out the location earlier in the 

summer to confirm the location 

and collecting potential.   

 

October 1
st
 and 2

nd
 – Walker 

Brother Quarries in 

Amherstburg (Amherstburg 

Quarry and McGregor Quarry):  
This is a repeat of a successful trip 

from two seasons ago where 

collectors found nice crystals of 

celestine, calcite and a couple nice 

sulphur crystals at the 

Amherstburg Quarry and nice 

brown calcite crystals and barite at 

the McGregor Quarry. 

 

There’s lots of variety in collecting 

localities and dates to suite 

everyone, so dust off your tools, 

book some dates and get out 

collecting this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collection For Sale 
 

The Walker Club has been 

contacted by a family who are 

trying to sell their late father’s 

mineral and rock collection. The 

collection is located at Barrie, ON. 

Here is a description of the 

collection:   

 

“His collection contains large and 

small specimens from all over the 

world. All of his best specimens 

are displayed on an oak mounts, 

labelled with the name of the 

specimen and the location of 

origin. I would guess at a few 

hundred displayed specimens. The 

collection also includes antique 

display cases, special lighting and 

shelving. He has 1/2 of a garage 

full of various raw specimens 

stored and labelled in boxes, some 

of which are from quarries that 

are no longer in existence. He has 

stone cutting equipment including 

saws, stone splitter, polisher, 

grinder, and rock tumbler.” 
 

Contact  Debby O’Neill at 

gottascat@hotmail.com for further 

information and details. 

  

ROM Meteorite, Rock, 

Fossil, Gem, and Mineral 

Identification Clinics 
 

Do you or your friends have 

minerals that you need help 

identifying? Why not consider 

visiting the Royal Ontario 

Museums’ monthly “Meteorite, 

mailto:gottascat@hotmail.com
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Rock, Fossil, Gem and Mineral 

Identification Clinic” that takes 

place regularly at the ROM.  The 

ROM will have experts on hand to 

examine your treasures or finds 

and try to give you some idea of 

what you have! Here are the dates 

for 2016 

 

June 15  August 17 

Oct. 19  Dec. 7 

 

4:00-5:00pm, Presidents Choice 

Entrance on Queen’s Park side of 

the ROM. 

 

 

For more information on the ROM 

and this activity check out the 

ROM calendar at: www.rom.ca  

 

Newsletter Content 
 

We are always in need of content 

for this newsletter. If you have 

news, pictures, upcoming events or 

short articles that you would like 

to contribute, please contact: 

David K. Joyce, editor, at 

dkjoyce@bellnet.ca or 905-836-

9073.

 

UPCOMING  MEETINGS  AND  EVENTS 
 

July 15, -16, 2016 Sudbury Gem and Mineral Show, Carmichael Arena, 

1298 Bancroft Drive, Sudbury, Ontario  For more information, please 

contact: Ed Debicki, 705-522-5140 or go to 

http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/Sudbury/,  
 

July 24th, 2016  20th Bancroft Gem and Mineral Club Show - Royal 

Canadian Legion Hall, 16 Station Street, Bancroft, Ontario  

Show Theme: Pegmatite Minerals, Hours: 10am to 4pm 

For more information, please contact: Frank Melanson, 613-332-1032, 

July 28-31, 2016  Bancroft Gemboree, the 53
rd

 Annual!  One of the 

largest Gem and Mineral Shows in Canada, so close to the GTA! For 

detailed information about the Show check out www.rockhoundgemboree.ca  
 

September 17th ,18
th

, 2016   Wonders of the Earth, 47
th

 Scarborough 

Gem and Mineral Club Show, Saturday: 10am to 6pm, Sunday: 10am to 

5pm, Don Montgomery Community Centre, 2467 Eglinton Avenue East, 

Scarborough, Ontario  For more information, please contact: The Gem & 

Mineral Club of Scarborough: website: http://www.scarbgemclub.ca/, 
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Membership Application or Renewal Form 

 

 

 

           THE WALKER MINERALOGICAL CLUB 

Membership Form 2016 
 

Please check one:    New member           Renewal 
 

Name   

 
 
Check here    if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 
 
Address:  
 

Street      City    Postal Code 
 
Email 
 
 
Telephone 
 

Home      Cell     Work 
 
Membership Fees 
 

  $30 Single 
 

  $40 Family (children up to 15 years old) 
 

  $15 Youth age 14-18  
 

Amount paid:     Cash     Cheque   
 
 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events may be placed in the 
newsletter, website, or  used in public displays. Please initial here if you do NOT want your 
picture used. 
 
Initial here to indicate no photos of you to be publicly displayed:  
 
CHEQUE ENCLOSED? ______________  
Payment may be made at any member meeting in cash or by cheque, or by sending your cheque 
to:    Walker Mineralogical Club  
                                 77 Wigmore Dr, 
                                  Toronto ON M4A 2E9 
                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check one:    New Member    Renewal 

 
Name:___________________________________________________

________ 

 
Check here  if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 

 
Address: 

_________________________________________________________ 

  Street/City/Postal Code 

 

Email:  ________________________  Telephone:  (H)

 ______________ 

           (C)

 ______________ 

          (W)

 ______________ 

Membership Fee: 
 $30 Single     

 $40  Family (Children up to 15yrs old)  

  $15  Youth age 14-18  

 
Amount Paid: $ __________   Cash Cheque       On-line 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events 

may be placed in the newsletter, website, or used in public displays.  

 

$ 

 


