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NEXT MEETING 
 

October 8, 2014, 8:00pm (PLEASE NOTE!)  

Please arrive around 7:45 pm if possible 

University of Toronto, Earth Sciences Centre 

22 Russell Street, Room 2093 

 

Borden Gold Deposit –Ontario’s Newest (and most surprising) 

Gold Deposit 
David Palmer –President and CEO, Probe Mines Ltd. 

 

The Borden Gold Project represents one of Ontario's most promising new gold 

discoveries and has been the main focus of Probe's exploration program since significant 

gold mineralization was discovered in November 2010. Although
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 the deposit is located only 9km from the 

town of Chapleau, Ontario and within 

one kilometre of a major highway, the 

discovery came as a surprise to Industry 

as it was made within the Kapuskasing 

Structural Zone (“KSZ”), a high-grade 

metamorphic belt extending for over 500 

kilometres from James Bay to 

Chapleau.  The very high pressure-

temperature conditions which existed 

during peak metamorphism within the 

KSZ have always been considered to be 

“deposit destructive” and therefore very 

little exploration work for metallic 

deposits has been carried out there.   

Probe acquired the property in 2010 

based on a low-grade gold occurrence 

identified in outcrop.  The Borden gold 

deposit grew quickly to over 4.3 million 

ounces in less than two years, and 

represented a unique style of gold 

mineralization in Ontario 

The deposit has now been identified 

continuously over an area 3,000m long 

by up to 200m wide with vertical depths 

of up to 500m and is still open in all 

directions.   

Dr Palmer will discuss this truly unique 

deposit, found in a unique setting, which 

has developed into one of Ontario’s most 

important new gold discoveries. 

 

David Palmer, CEO Probe Mines 

Prior to joining Probe in 2003, Dr. David 

Palmer spent fifteen years as an 

Exploration Geologist and Consultant to 

the Canadian and international mining 

industry. He has managed projects and 

conducted research for major 

international mining companies in South 

America, South Africa, India, Greenland 

and Scandinavia, as well as working 

extensively throughout Canada. His 

work has covered a broad range of 

mineral commodities, including gold, 

base metals, diamonds, platinum group 

metals, and copper/nickel deposits. 

 

David holds a B.Sc. (Geology) degree 

from St. Francis Xavier University, 

M.Sc. and Ph.D. (Economic Geology) 

degrees from McGill University, and is a 

member of the Association of 

Professional Geoscientists of Ontario. 

He has published scientific papers in 

journals such as Economic Geology and 

Chemical Geology. 

 

Dinner with the Speaker 
 

Why don’t you consider coming to 

dinner just before the monthly meeting? 

It is the tradition of the Walker 

Mineralogical Club to treat our speakers 

to a dinner before the meeting they are 

speaking at. It is a convivial time for all 

sorts of conversation with the speakers 

and your fellow club members. All 

members are welcome to attend. We 

regularly get together at The Duke of 

York, Bedford and Prince Arthur, 

6:00pm. Please consider joining our 

speaker and your fellow club members 

for this informal dinner meeting before 

the main event. 

 

Looking Back 

Katrina Seeman exhibits a mineral specimen. 

 

The September meeting had a youthful 

feeling about it! No wonder, since the 

speakers for the evening were members 

of the Young Toronto Mineralogist Club 
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(YTMC), all 18 years of age or younger. 

These young mineralogists spoke on a 

variety of subjects eloquently and 

knowledgeably as follows: 

 

Noah Cassidy –Polymorphism in 

Minerals 

Gabriel Cassidy –Minerals in Food 

Treval Lee –Silicate Minerals 

Erica Lee –Fossils 

Katrina Seeman – Economic Minerals 

in Canada 

Asher Zand –Beach fossils from Florida 

Jasmine Zhu –Ten Potentially Toxic 

Minerals 
Katrina Seeman makes a point 

 

Katrina Seeman started her presentation 

with a short pictorial overview on the 

YTMC and her progression in it over the 

years. It was great so see how she has 

changed (and learned) a lot during her 

time in the Club. She joined when she 

was 10 and is now 16 years old. 

 

Gabriel Cassidy’s presentation was full 

of good humour and raised many 

chuckles from the audience.  

 

Most members of the Walker Club 

would be hard pressed to show as much 

knowledge as Noah Cassidy showed in 

his presentation on polymorphism. The 

organized way that he presented the 

information was impressive!  

 

It would be surprising if there were any 

members of the Walker Mineralogical 

Club present that did not learn 

something from EACH of the speakers 

that evening.  

 
Noah Cassidy explains polymorphism 

On a negative note something should be 

noted about the number of Walker Club 

Members who were or were not present. 

It was disappointing, perhaps 

disgraceful, that there were only seven 

Walker Mineralogical Club members in 

attendance to listen to these wonderful 

young people. They deserved a full, 

attentive, appreciative audience.    

 

 
YTMC Speakers at the September meeting. (L-

R) Noah Cassidy(tall) Gabriel Cassidy(short), 

Asher Zand, Jasmine Zhu, Erica Lee, Treval Lee, 

Katrina Seeman. 

 

New WMC Website!  by Len 

Buchanan 
 

The club has decided to upgrade the web 

site and modernize its look, add some 

new features, and make it adapt to 

mobile browsing. If you look at the new 

site from your iPhone, BlackBerry, iPad, 

or a desktop browser, the choices and 

information will display to suit the 

viewing device. We have added an e-

commerce feature so that you can pay 

for your membership by credit card 

online. That is in the "Member Area" 

where we place content that is only 

meant for club members. The password 

is "digdeep". Field trip information and 

sign-up is also now to be managed 

through the web site - when you sign up 

for a trip, you will "buy" a ticket for $0 

and then download the field trip waiver 

so that you can print it and hand it to the 

field trip leader. When ready, the auction 

catalogue will be available on the new 

web site. The web site technology also 
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allows us to easily expand and keep 

information up-to-date. 

 

For now, the site is 

www.WalkerMineralogicalClub.org and 

the old site (.com) now redirects to the 

new site. 

 
 

 

ROM Mineral Identification 

Night 
 

Have minerals that you need help 

identifying? Why not consider visiting 

the ROM’s monthly “Mineral 

Identification Night” that takes place on 

the following dates in 2014: 

 

Oct.  15 

Dec.  10 

 

For more information on this activity, 

check out https://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-

programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-

fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic-0 

 

 

Windsor Area Field Trip    
By Bruce Fulcher    

 

Our field trip to the Windsor area was a 

resounding success! Rob Cook lined up 

access to both the Amherstburg and 

McGregor quarries, near Windsor, which 

proved to be both interesting and 

productive. From a geological 

perspective, many, many fossils of 

plants, animals and 

 
Amherstburg Quarry –Lots of rock! 

 

geomorphic processes were to be found. 

Of particular interest was when we saw  

 

the fossilized bacteria layers in the 

Amherstburg rocks, while in the 

McGregor Quarry, copious amounts of 

hydrogen sulphide bubbling up though 

the waters on the quarry floor resulted in 

similar layers of sulphur eating bacteria 

being deposited in the fresh quarry mud. 

Just wait a while… and you’ll see the 

same type of fossils form!  

 

Both Quarries had several active 

working areas, with many piles and 

boulder fields.  We were not restricted to 

a small section of the quarries, nor by a 

limited amount of material to work 

upon. We could have easily spent 2 or 

more days in either quarry without 

getting around to see it all.  

 

As for the minerals, at Amherstburg we 

found numerous vugs of pale to deep 

blue Celestine. Some were very intricate 

masses of crystals, while others were 

larger sturdy crystals much like Dundas 

“of olde”. Water clear to white celestine 

crystals were abundant. Dogtooth and 

other various forms of calcite were 

plentiful in some of the quarry rock. Don 

Lapham, of course, extracted many, 

many vugs of beautiful golden calcites. 

Drool was seen for some distance 

around. Two people ended up with 

bright yellow sulphur xls nestled in with 

the Celestine xls… quite lovely. 

 

The McGregor Quarry, generally, 

produced larger material than the 

Amherstburg xls. Beautiful golden 

calcite crystals up to 2” were found by 

many in attendance. Sulphides, fluorites 

(small), barite (small), were also found. 

The fossils in the McGregor Quarry 

were particularly well formed and 

beautifully preserved. A rock saw was a 

useful tool there as the rock matrix 

containing crystals was not so easy to 
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split as it was in the Amherstburg 

quarry. 

 

Hopefully, we’ll return to these quarries 

in the future. 

 

 

2015 Council Nominations 
 

It is nomination to Council time!  For 

2015, we have numerous roles 

available for members to fill.  

We are looking for members who are 

dedicated to the success of the club and 

work well with others, for the following 

roles: 

President - Vice President - Treasurer  

-  Corresponding Secretary  -  Events 

Councillor  - Field Trip Councillors 

Role descriptions are available so please 

contact Martina for the one you might be 

interested in? 

 

 

DOES THE WALKER CLUB HAVE 

A FUTURE? 

 

Council recognizes that interest in 

mineralogy is changing and diminishing 

from its heyday of several decades ago, 

and also that a significant portion of our 

membership is in the “older” category, 

having been active in the prior 40+ 

years. Is WMC still relevant today? 

 

Although we have 80+ members, most 

are not participating in club activities. 

 

Member participation in club meetings 

has been declining in recent years and 

has ranged from lackluster to 

disgraceful, and mostly the same few 

faces every meeting. Even field trips 

have been hit or miss, with trip 

organizers opening up participation to 

other clubs to ensure there will be 

enough people actually going on these 

outings, and other times going on trips 

with only a small handful of member 

participants.  

And for over five years now, we have 

not had a full Council. This means that a 

number of volunteers on Council have 

been doing more than one role so that 

the club can function, and has limited 

what we have been able to accomplish.  

 

We have a situation where we need three 

officers (President, VP, and Treasurer) 

to head up the 2015 WMC Council with 

no takers so far. These roles are essential 

to keep the club running. For the Club to 

run effectively, all 3 of these positions 

need to be filled with people committed 

to the position. Without these 3 positions 

filled, in practical terms the club cannot 

operate.  

 

The club's organization is reaching a 

critical stage. Either members must 

step up to take these executive 

positions, or an alternative to the 

current structure must be chosen. One 

suggestion is that the club open a 

negotiation with the Gem and Mineral 

Club of Scarborough to form a new, 

merged Toronto club whose purpose 

would include the main activities of 

both clubs. The alternatives are to 

possibly re-organize in a different 

incarnation or to dissolve The Walker 

Mineralogical Club and follow the 

rules set out in the Constitution 

regarding the disposal of its assets. 

 

So if the WMC is important to you, you 

need to step up to serve and contribute 

your service. Contact Martina Wood 

(905-507-0657) as soon as possible to 

volunteer if you want to preserve the 

Walker Mineralogical Club. 

 

Please note: Council has begun 

examining our options and 

considering legal obligations 

regarding dissolution or merger in the 

event that we do not have critical roles 

nominated by the essential date.  
  

Signed, Martina Wood, President 
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ANNUAL AUCTION 

 

Our club’s annual auction will be held 

Saturday November 1
st
 at Knox 

United Church, Midland and Sheppard, 

Toronto (Scarborough).  Viewing at 

12:00 noon, Auction begins at 1:00 

p.m.    

 

 The auction features a wide variety of 

quality minerals, fossils, lapidary 

material, tools, equipment and more!  

The auction is open to the public so be 

sure to spread the word.  

 

Check out the club website 

www.walkermineralogicalclub.org for 

more information including pictures of 

selected items. Remember, the password 

for members is “digdeep” The full listing 

of all auction items will be posted on the 

site in late October. 

 

While the public is invited to bid for 

items at the auction, only members of 

the Walker Club can sell items at the 

auction.  If you have material for the 

auction, contact the Auction Committee.  

Material is needed by October 15
th

.  The 

Auction is a great opportunity to help 

raise funds for the club while disposing 

of your surplus, duplicate or otherwise 

unwanted items.  You receive 75% of 

the proceeds of 2 items and 50% of the 

proceeds of any additional items. 

 

Auction committee: Frank Ruehlicke 

(ruehlicke@rogers.com  519 880-2716), 

Bob Turner 905 823-3007) 

(robertallanturner@rogers.com   

Tony Steede 426-467-8787 

tsteede@sympatica.ca    

Bill Lechner 416-438-8908 

bill.lechner@rogers.com  

Steve Szilard 905-446-0909 

sszilard@rogers.com 

 

 

Like us on Facebook 

 
Click here to get reminders of events, 

photos of past events and other news: 
http://on.fb.me/19zzdTx 

 
WEBSITE OF THE MONTH 

 

International Gem Society 
http://www.gemsociety.org This website 

is a potentially useful resource, 

particularly for people interested in gem 

minerals. 

 

Newsletter Content 

 
We are always in need of content for this 

newsletter. If you have news, pictures, 

upcoming events or short articles that 

you would like to contribute, please 

contact David K. Joyce, editor, at 

dkjoyce@bellnet.ca or 905-836-9073. 
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Upcoming Meetings and Events 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nov 8 Canadian Micro-Minerals Association Fall Workshop 

Burlington Arts and Cultural Centre, 1333 Lakeshore Road, 

Burlington,  Contact F. Ruehlicke for details: 

ruehlicke@rogers.com, 519-880-2716 

 

 

 
Oct.  
 

 
25, 25 

 
UW Gem and Mineral Show, Campus of University of Waterloo, 
Centre for Environment and information Technology Building 
For details: https://uwaterloo.ca/earth-sciences-museum/  
  

Nov 1 Walker Club Annual Mineral Auction 

 
Knox United Church Auditorium, NE corner of Sheppard and 
Midland Avenues.  
 
Our Annual fundraising and FUN event!  Viewing starts at 12:00 
noon. Auction at 1:00 pm. For more info, contact Frank Ruehlicke 
at 519-880-2716 or ruehlicke@rogers.com. Also 
www.walkermineralogicalclub.com 
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Membership Application or Renewal Form 

 

 

 

THE WALKER MINERALOGICAL CLUB 

Membership Form 2014 
 

Please check one:    New member           Renewal 
 

Name   

 
 
Check here    if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 
 
Address:  
 

Street      City    Postal Code 
 
Email 
 
 
Telephone 
 

Home      Cell     Work 
 
Membership Fees 
 

  $30 Single 
 

  $40 Family (children up to 15 years old) 
 

  $15 Youth age 14-18  
 

Amount paid:     Cash     Cheque   
 
 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events may be placed in the 
newsletter, website, or used in public displays. Please initial here if you do NOT want your picture 
used. 
 
Initial here to indicate no photos of you to be publicly displayed:  
 
CHEQUE ENCLOSED? ______________  
Payment may be made at any member meeting in cash or by cheque, or by sending your cheque 
to:    Walker Mineralogical Club  
                                 77 Wigmore Dr, 
                                  Toronto ON M4A 2E9 
                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

$ 

 


