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NEXT MEETING 

November 11, 2015, 8:00pm   
Please arrive around 7:45 pm if possible 

University of Toronto, Earth Sciences Centre 

22 Russell Street, Room 2093 

 

The Minerals of Mont Saint-Hilaire 

 

Dr. Scott Ercit 
 

Dr. Scott Ercit of the Canadian 

Museum of Nature will be visiting 

us this month and will present a 

talk entitled "Ugly Black Things", 

It is all about tantalum-niobium 

minerals in pegmatites: historical 

aspects, occurrences, how to 

identify and name them, news on 

nomenclature, and special 

emphasis on Canadian 

occurrences. It's basically a 

distillation of all that he has  
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learned over the past 35 years. 

The presentation will include 

insights and "tricks of the trade" 

that he’d like to pass on to 

collectors and amateur 

mineralogists. His goal? By the 

end of the talk he will have us 

believing that these black minerals 

are beautiful!  

 

About Dr. Scott Ercit 

 

Scot Ercit was hired as a research 

scientist in mineralogy and 

geology at the Canadian Museum 

of Nature in 1985. He later worked 

as a project leader for the 

museum’s mineralogy section for 

12 years before being promoted to 

the current position of section 

head. Scott’s contribution to the 

geosciences is evident in the vast 

body of his research, the rare 

distinction of having a mineral 

species, ercitite, named in his 

honour and his proudest moment, 

receiving the Hawley Medal in 

1994. 

 

Most of Scott’s research work at 

the CMN focuses on granitic 

pegmatites. Scott has also worked 

as a sectional lecturer in the 

Department of Earth Sciences at 

Carleton University. He has also 

served as the Canadian Officer to 

the International Mineralogical 

Association’s committee on new 

species and mineral nomenclature 

since 2004. 

 

Hope to see you at the meeting!! 

 

Dinner with the speaker before the 

October meeting. Quite a crowd! 

 

Dinner with the Speaker 

 

Why don’t you consider joining 

our guest speaker, Scott Ercit and 

some of your fellow club members 

for “Dinner with the Speaker” at 

the Duke of York Pub, Bedford 

and Prince Arthur at 6:00pm, 

before the meeting. It is always a 

pleasant time, getting to know 

each other better, possible 

reminiscing and interesting 

conversations. All are welcome! 

 

Article –The Milton Lavers 

Collection   by Steve Szilard 

 

In 2011, fellow member Steve 

Szilard went on a trip to Australia. 

He mixed regular tourism with 

minerals tourism and sought out 

stops of mineralogical interest in 

his travels. One of the most 

interesting was a visit that he made 

to the home and collection of Mr. 

Milton Lavers, a former miner at  

 

the Broken Hill Mine, New South 

Wales. Mr. Lavers enjoyed 

minerals and accumulated a  
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Mr. Milton Lavers in his collection 

room 

 

fantastic collection of minerals 

from that locality. Most of us can 

only dream of finding specimens 

like Mr. Lavers did! 

 

The article, with its many 

photographs is too large to include 

in the body of this newsletter so it 

has been attached to the 

distribution newsletter.  It is a 

very interesting article, so please 

have a look and enjoy the read. 

Thanks, Steve! 

 

 

Like us on Facebook 

 

Click here to get reminders 

of events, photos of past 
events and other news: 
http://on.fb.me/19zzdTx 
                                                                  

 

 

 

Looking Back  
 

Gilles Haineault, the famous 

collector of Mont Saint-Hilaire, 

visited the Walker Club and 

presented an excellent presentation 

about the history and minerals of 

Mon Saint-Hilaire.  

Mr. Gilles Haineault describes  the  

Mont Saint-Hilaire locality 
 

His talk featured quick profiles of 

the various collectors and 

professional mineralogists that 

have been involved with recovery 

of specimens at Mont Saint-Hilaire 

over the years. As well, his 

presentation featured excellent 

images and facts of many of the 

more well-known minerals that 

have been recovered from this 

famous alkaline intrusive.   

A good crowd was out for the 

Haineault presentation!  

 

 

http://on.fb.me/19zzdTx
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Thorold Quarry Field Trip 

 

On Sunday, October 4, members 

of the Walker Mineralogical Club 

descended on the Thorold Quarry 

to harvest a rich crop of, mostly, 

calcite and dolomite specimens. 

The area that we were allowed to 

collect in had abundant dolomite 

vugs, many with sharp 

scalenohedra of calcite associated 

with the dolomite. Rob Cook 

found a unique celestine specimen, 

something not normally seen at 

Thorold. It was a beautiful day 

with great collecting! 

Calcite on Dolomite, 6.5cm across. 

Collected by D.K. Joyce 

 

 
Calcite on dolomite, 4.5cm tall. 

Collected by D.K. Joyce 

 

 

 

 

Celestine, Calcite, 15.0cm across. 

Collected by R. Cook. 

 

Field trip organizer Rob Cook hard at 

work. 

 

Our Annual Auction! 

 

The auction is just around the 

corner on Saturday November 

7th at Knox United Church (same 

location as last year) at Midland & 

Sheppard in Toronto.  See the 

separate flyer for more details.  

A copy of the auction listing will 

be emailed to club members - 

please feel free to pass it on to 

anyone you think would be 

interested.  The listing will also be 

posted on the club website.   Also, 

you can help make the auction a 

success by encouraging enthusiasts 

to attend.  Remember, the auction 

is the club's primary fundraiser 

with the proceeds used to support 

Walker club activities. 
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Plan to be there! It is a fun 

afternoon with refreshments, 

exciting auction action and, who 

knows? You may even pick up a 

great new mineral specimen for 

your collection! 

 

Go to the website at 

http://www.walkermineralogicalcl

ub.org/auction-2015 for more info 

and to view some of the specimens 

that will be auctioned! 

 

ROM Meteorite, Rock, Fossil, 

Gem, and Mineral Identification 

Clinics 

 

Do you or your friends have 

minerals that you need help 

identifying? Why not consider 

visiting the Royal Ontario 

Museums’ monthly “Meteorite, 

Rock, Fossil, Gem and Mineral 

Identification Clinic” that takes 

place regularly at the ROM.  The 

ROM will have experts on hand to 

examine your treasures or finds 

and try to give you some idea of 

what you have!  

 

For more information on this 

activity check out 

https://www.rom.on.ca/en/activitie

s-programs/events-calendar/rock-

gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-

identification-clinic-0 

 

The remaining date for 2015 ROM 

ID clinics is : 

 

Dec. 9 

 

Newsletter Content 

 

We are always in need of content 

for this newsletter. If you have 

news, pictures,  

upcoming events or short articles 

that you would like to contribute, 

please contact David K. Joyce, 

editor, at dkjoyce@bellnet.ca or 

905-836-9073. 

 
     

  

 

 

UPCOMING  MEETINGS  AND  EVENTS 
 

November 7, 2015  Annual Auction, Walker Mineralogical Club  Knox 

United Church, 2569 Midland Avenue, Toronto, Over 100 high quality items 

to be auctioned off. See above for details or go to 

http://www.walkermineralogicalclub.org/auction-2015 for details and to 

view mineral specimens that will be auctioned off. 

 

November 13-14  London Gem and Mineral Show, Western Fairgrounds, 

316 Rectory St., London. Friday 4-9pm, Sat. 10am-6pm, Sun. 10am-5pm 
 

 

http://www.walkermineralogicalclub.org/auction-2015
http://www.walkermineralogicalclub.org/auction-2015
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic-0
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic-0
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April 14-17, 2016   Rochester Mineralogical Symposium, Rochester NY. 

One of the best mineralogical events on the calendar and within driving 

distance of Toronto! Details to be added later. Mark it in!
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Membership Application or Renewal Form 

 

 

 

           THE WALKER MINERALOGICAL CLUB 

Membership Form 2016 
 

Please check one:    New member           Renewal 
 

Name   

 
 
Check here    if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 
 
Address:  
 

Street      City    Postal Code 
 
Email 
 
 
Telephone 
 

Home      Cell     Work 
 
Membership Fees 
 

  $30 Single 
 

  $40 Family (children up to 15 years old) 
 

  $15 Youth age 14-18  
 

Amount paid:     Cash     Cheque   
 
 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events may be placed in the 
newsletter, website, or  used in public displays. Please initial here if you do NOT want your 
picture used. 
 
Initial here to indicate no photos of you to be publicly displayed:  
 
CHEQUE ENCLOSED? ______________  
Payment may be made at any member meeting in cash or by cheque, or by sending your cheque 
to:    Walker Mineralogical Club  
                                 77 Wigmore Dr, 
                                  Toronto ON M4A 2E9 
                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check one:    New Member    Renewal 

 
Name:___________________________________________________

________ 

 
Check here  if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 

 
Address: 

_________________________________________________________ 

  Street/City/Postal Code 

 

Email:  ________________________  Telephone:  (H)

 ______________ 

           (C)

 ______________ 

          (W)

 ______________ 

Membership Fee: 
 $30 Single     

 $40  Family (Children up to 15yrs old)  

  $15  Youth age 14-18  

 
Amount Paid: $ __________   Cash Cheque       On-line 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events 

may be placed in the newsletter, website, or used in public displays.  

 

$ 

 


