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NEXT MEETING-ANNUAL BANQUET 

Friday, May 13, 2016, 8:00pm  

Supper: 7:00pm, Cocktail Hour: 6:00pm  

Faculty Club, 41 Wilcocks St., Toronto 

 

Safari kwa ajili ya Johari na Madini katika Tanzania  

(or) 

Gem and Mineral Trails in Tanzania 
 

As the Canadian Delegate to the International Gemmological Conference 

(IGC), Willow Wight attended the 31st IGC in Arusha, Tanzania, in 

October, 2009. Accompanied by her husband, Quintin, she joined in the pre-

conference and post-conference tours of tanzanite, ruby, emerald, and 

diamond mines across Tanzania. Willow and Quintin,  
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together, will describe aspects of 

the journey, illustrated with 

photographs of the mines, their 

products, and some of the 

spectacular finds. The nature of the 

occasion merits some short 

mention of the local scenery, 

wildlife, and geology as well. 

 

. It is important to note that you 

do not have to come to the 

banquet in order to listen to the 

speaker. Members simply need 

to come around 8:00 after dinner 

to hear the talk. 

 

The tickets will cost $60.00 per 

person. Please note that this 

price includes HST and 

gratuities. Tickets can be 

purchased at our meetings, or by 

contacting Steve Szilard, or our 

Treasurer, Tony Steede. 

 

 

About the Speakers 
 

Colonel (Ret.) Quintin Wight, 

CD, MA 

His 37-year career in the 

RCAF/CF took Quintin, a graduate 

of Queen's, Carleton, and 

Concordia Universities, to many 

localities in which he could find 

mineral specimens to add to a 

growing collection. He began 

writing about minerals in 1966, 

and has since published a book and 

over 160 articles and reviews on 

mineral-related subjects. He began 

to specialize in mineral 

photomicrography in 1973, and 

has given more than 150 

presentations to groups across 

North America, and in England, 

Belgium, Italy, Switzerland, 

Tanzania, and New Zealand. 

Inducted to the Micromounters’ 

Hall of Fame in 1990, he now 

coordinates that organization in 

Baltimore, Maryland, and heads an 

annual gathering of specialists in 

microscopic minerals in Rochester, 

New York. The mineral quintinite 

was named in his honour in 1992. 

 

Willow Wight, BA, FGA, 

FCGmA 

Willow Wight is perhaps best 

known internationally as Editor of 

The Canadian Gemmologist, the 

official quarterly journal of the 

Canadian Gemmological 

Association. After 25 years as 

Editor, she has now assumed the 

position of Editor Emeritus. 

Willow graduated from the 

University of Toronto as an 

organic chemist, then took up the 

study of gemstones in 1967. Her 

first practical work in gemstones 

was in association with Paul 

Desautels, then Curator of 

Minerals at the Smithsonian 

Institution in Washington, DC. At 

the Smithsonian, she examined, 

verified, and catalogued the 

gemstones in the US National 

Collection, gaining a wealth of 

experience. On her return to 

Canada in 1975, she was sought 

out by the National Museum of 

Natural Sciences (now the 

Canadian Museum of Nature) in 



Copyright Walker Mineralogical Club 2016 

 

 
 

3 

Ottawa, and has remained there 

ever since. She is now a Research 

Associate in Gemmology at the 

Museum. Willow’s research has 

led to many articles, with 

particular emphasis on Canadian 

gemstones. The series “Rare 

Gemstones Check-list” in The 

Canadian Gemmologist has earned 

her international praise. Her latest 

work is on the history of Canadian 

amber. 

 

It is important to note that you 

do not have to come to the 

banquet in order to listen to the 

speaker. Members simply need 

to come around 8:00 after dinner 

to hear the talk. 

 

The tickets will cost $60.00 per 

person. Please note that this 

price includes HST and 

gratuities. Tickets can be 

purchased at our meetings, or by 

contacting Steve Szilard, or our 

Treasurer, Tony Steede. 

 

Looking Back  
 

At our April meeting, Peter 

Russell, Retired Curator of the 

University of Waterloo Earth 

Sciences Museum,    spoke about 

The Geology and Mineral 

collecting in the Sedona, Arizona 

Area. We were presented with an 

excellent overview of the geology 

of the area, pictures of geological 

formations, minerals and 

collecting sites and many excellent 

photographs. 

 

Important Past Field Trip 

Information regarding 

Kornerupine  by: Tony Steede 

 

A number of years ago, the Walker 

Mineralogical Club had a field trip 

into the Gatineau area of Quebec. 

One of the spots that we stopped at 

was the Hincks Bridge location for 

kornerupine and sillimanite. This 

is a Sabina location and we only 

had to stop for half-an-hour or so 

to get representative specimens. 

The location is a road cut 

immediately South of the bridge 

that crosses the Gatineau River 

when driving South from Lac-Ste-

Marie to Kazabazua. 

 

I have recently discovered that the 

"kornerupine" is now recognized 

as the mineral prismatine, Many 

of our members previously thought 

that they had kornerupine in their 

collections but it is, in fact, 

prismatine. Remember to change 

your labels and catalogues! 

 

Kornerupine and prismatine were 

named in the late 1800's, long 

before the I.M.A. came into 

existence and started to establish 

rules regarding the naming of 

minerals. The two minerals are 

very close both optically and 

chemically, so much so, that they 

were thought to be the same 

mineral and the name kornerupine 
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was accepted on the basis of 

priority. 

 

Both minerals contain boron, a 

very light element (number five on 

the periodic chart) that requires 

highly sophisticated equipment to 

measure, particularly in refractory 

silicate minerals. It wasn't until the 

mid 1990's that the boron was 

determined to be dominant in the 

T3 site for prismatine, but not for 

kornerupine. Strictly speaking, the 

determination is B > Si + Al in the 

T3 site equals prismatine while Si 

> B + Al equals kornerupine. 

Hence, prismatine was revalidated 

in 1996. 

 

Ref: Grew, Edward S., Cooper, 

Mark A., and Hawthorne, Frank 

C.; Mineralogical Magazine, June, 

1996, Vol. 60, pp. 483-491. 

 

 

2016 Field Trips 
 

It’s that time of year again.  

What’s left of the snow will be 

melting soon, the Maple Leafs will 

be heading to the golf course and 

more importantly, it won’t be long 

until the start of the 2016 field trip 

season.  The field trip committee 

has put together a preliminary list 

of trips to get everyone excited 

about collecting again.   

 

Please contact Andrew Morrison 

amorrison@canetaenergy.com  to 

sign up for a trip or for more 

details. The trips fill up fast so 

make sure to let us know as soon 

as possible! 

 

Andrew will contact everyone 

registered on the field trip about 

two weeks before the trip. If you 

think that you are registered for the 

trip but have NOT been contacted, 

please contact Andrew! 

 

May 7
th

 - CCFMS trip to 

Beamsville Nelson Aggregates:  
According to Jim Glen, the 

CCFMS trip to Beamsville is 

tentatively scheduled for the 

Saturday of the Mother’s Day 

weekend.   Please wait for an 

announcement from Jim for 

confirmation and additional 

details.  

 

May 14 - Mystery Trip to 

Southern Ontario limestone 

quarries:  The mystery trip is 

back.  To kick-off the collecting 

season we are working on gaining 

access to one of several possible 

limestone quarries in Southern 

Ontario.  They will be within an 

approximate one hour drive of 

Toronto, so no excuses not to 

come out.  The exact date will 

subject to blasting schedules. The 

details will be made closer to trip 

date. 

 

June 11
th

 - Marmoraton Mine:  
We all know what minerals are 

available at the Marmoraton Mine.  

We have been granted access to 

the dumps on June 11
th

 (Saturday).    

There is a maximum number of 24 

mailto:amorrison@canetaenergy.com
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participants allowed on this trip.  

Aecon does not allow power tools. 

 

July 9 and 10
th

 - Miller property, 

Eganville:  A favourite of the 

Walker Club in recent years, many 

nice specimens of fluorapatite, 

titanite, orthosclase, pyroxene, 

amazonite and zircons have been 

found here.  Once again we will be 

getting the owner to clear the 

topsoil of some new promising 

areas.  There will be charges to 

access the property in addition to 

getting the owner to come in with 

his excavator, with the money 

going to a worthy cause.   

 

August 6 and 7th - Evans Lou 

Mine and Villeneuve Mine:  
Evans Lou is an abandoned 

feldspar quarry located in Quebec, 

40 km North of Ottawa. It is a 

rare-earth bearing granite 

pegmatite mined for feldspar with 

a large number of micro specimens 

that have been so far elusive to the 

Walker Club.  This Quarry was 

part of our week-long Ottawa trip 

last year, but few people were still 

around for this day.  At least one 

very nice quartz specimens was 

found and we decided it was worth 

another visit.   

 

The Villeneuve Mine is a former 

feldspar and mica mine with nice 

specimens of spessartine garnets in 

books of muscovite and schorl 

crystals, many of them up to a foot 

in length.  Nice quality peristerite 

can also be found here.  This site 

was also part of last year’s Ottawa 

trip, and we decided to give it 

another visit. 

 

The last week of August – 

Thunder Bay area:  The former 

field trip leader of the Kingston 

Lapidary and Mineral Club will be 

in the Thunder Bay area at the end 

of August and may be leading 

some trips.   Last year he led the 

Kinston club to four different 

amethyst localities and a two silver 

mines.  He is willing to let Walker 

club members join the trip, so if 

there is some interest, we will 

pursue it further.  More details will 

be available in the spring. 

 

September 10 and 11
th

 – River 

Valley Garnet Occurrence: This 

is a famous old Ontario locality 

that produced large almandine 

garnets in biotite schist.  Tony 

Steede believes there is a new 

access to the property with a much 

shorter hike in from the road.  

There are also reports of nearby 

occurances.  We will be scouting 

out the location earlier in the 

summer to confirm the location 

and collecting potential.   

 

October 1
st
 and 2

nd
 – Walker 

Brother Quarries in 

Amherstburg (Amherstburg 

Quarry and McGregor Quarry):  
This is a repeat of a successful trip 

from two seasons ago where 

collectors found nice crystals of 

celestine, calcite and a couple nice 

sulphur crystals at the 
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Amherstburg Quarry and nice 

brown calcite crystals and barite at 

the McGregor Quarry. 

 

There’s lots of variety in collecting 

localities and dates to suite 

everyone, so dust off your tools, 

book some dates and get out 

collecting this year. 

 
 

ROM Meteorite, Rock, 

Fossil, Gem, and Mineral 

Identification Clinics 
 

Do you or your friends have 

minerals that you need help 

identifying? Why not consider 

visiting the Royal Ontario 

Museums’ monthly “Meteorite, 

Rock, Fossil, Gem and Mineral 

Identification Clinic” that takes 

place regularly at the ROM.  The 

ROM will have experts on hand to 

examine your treasures or finds 

and try to give you some idea of 

what you have! Here are the dates 

for 2016 

 

June 15  August 17 

Oct. 19  Dec. 7 

 

4:00-5:00pm, Presidents Choice 

Entrance on Queen’s Park side of 

the ROM. 

 

 

For more information on the ROM 

and this activity check out the 

ROM calendar at: www.rom.ca  

 

Newsletter Content 
 

We are always in need of content 

for this newsletter. If you have 

news, pictures, upcoming events or 

short articles that you would like 

to contribute, please contact: 

David K. Joyce, editor, at 

dkjoyce@bellnet.ca or 905-836-

9073.

 

UPCOMING  MEETINGS  AND  EVENTS 
 

May 7, 2016  Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club Annual Show 

and Sale, Waterloo Community Arts Centre, 25 Regina St. S, Waterloo, ON 

 

July 24th, 2016  20th Bancroft Gem and Mineral Club Show - Royal 

Canadian Legion Hall, 16 Station Street, Bancroft, Ontario  

Show Theme: Pegmatite Minerals, Hours: 10am to 4pm 

For more information, please contact: Frank Melanson, 613-332-1032, 

July 28-31, 2016  Bancroft Gemboree, the 53
rd

 Annual!  One of the 

largest Gem and Mineral Shows in Canada, so close to the GTA! For 

detailed information about the Show check out www.rockhoundgemboree.ca  
 

September 17th ,18
th

, 2016   Wonders of the Earth, 47
th

 Scarborough 

Gem and Mineral Club Show, Saturday: 10am to 6pm, Sunday: 10am to 

http://www.rom.ca/
mailto:dkjoyce@bellnet.ca
http://www.rockhoundgemboree.ca/
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5pm, Don Montgomery Community Centre, 2467 Eglinton Avenue East, 

Scarborough, Ontario  For more information, please contact: The Gem & 

Mineral Club of Scarborough: website: http://www.scarbgemclub.ca/, 
 

http://www.scarbgemclub.ca/


Copyright Walker Mineralogical Club 2016 

 

 
 

8 

 

 

Membership Application or Renewal Form 

 

 

 

           THE WALKER MINERALOGICAL CLUB 

Membership Form 2016 
 

Please check one:    New member           Renewal 
 

Name   

 
 
Check here    if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 
 
Address:  
 

Street      City    Postal Code 
 
Email 
 
 
Telephone 
 

Home      Cell     Work 
 
Membership Fees 
 

  $30 Single 
 

  $40 Family (children up to 15 years old) 
 

  $15 Youth age 14-18  
 

Amount paid:     Cash     Cheque   
 
 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events may be placed in the 
newsletter, website, or  used in public displays. Please initial here if you do NOT want your 
picture used. 
 
Initial here to indicate no photos of you to be publicly displayed:  
 
CHEQUE ENCLOSED? ______________  
Payment may be made at any member meeting in cash or by cheque, or by sending your cheque 
to:    Walker Mineralogical Club  
                                 77 Wigmore Dr, 
                                  Toronto ON M4A 2E9 
                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check one:    New Member    Renewal 

 
Name:___________________________________________________

________ 

 
Check here  if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 

 
Address: 

_________________________________________________________ 

  Street/City/Postal Code 

 

Email:  ________________________  Telephone:  (H)

 ______________ 

           (C)

 ______________ 

          (W)

 ______________ 

Membership Fee: 
 $30 Single     

 $40  Family (Children up to 15yrs old)  

  $15  Youth age 14-18  

 
Amount Paid: $ __________   Cash Cheque       On-line 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events 

may be placed in the newsletter, website, or used in public displays.  

 

$ 

 


