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NEXT MEETING 

March 12, 2014, 7:30pm  

Please arrive around 7:15 pm if possible 

University of Toronto, Earth Sciences Centre 

22 Russell Street, Room 2093 

 

Speaker: David Palmer  

CEO, Probe Mines Ltd. 
 

The Borden Gold deposit, Geology and Exploration of Ontario`s Newest 

 (and Most Surprising) Gold Discovery 
 

 The Borden Gold Project represents one of 

Ontario's most promising new gold 

discoveries and has been the main focus of 

Probe's exploration program since 

significant gold mineralization was 

discovered in November 2010. Although 

the deposit is located only 9km from the 

town of Chapleau, Ontario and within one 
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kilometre of a major highway, the discovery 

came as a surprise to Industry as it was 

made within the Kapuskasing Structural 

Zone (“KSZ”), a high-grade metamorphic 

belt extending for over 500 kilometres from 

James Bay to Chapleau.  The very high 

pressure-temperature conditions which 

existed during peak metamorphism within 

the KSZ have always been considered to be 

“deposit destructive” and therefore very 

little exploration work for metallic deposits 

has been carried out there.   

Probe acquired the property in 2010 based 

on a low-grade gold occurrence identified 

in outcrop.  The Borden gold deposit grew 

quickly to over 4.3 million ounces in less 

than two years, and represented a unique 

style of gold mineralization in Ontario 

The deposit has now been identified 

continuously over an area 3,000m long by 

up to 200m wide with vertical depths of up 

to 500m and is still open in all directions.   

Dr Palmer will discuss this truly unique 

deposit, found in a unique setting, which 

has developed into one of Ontario’s most 

important new gold discoveries. 

 

David Palmer, CEO Probe Mines 

Prior to joining Probe in 2003, Dr. David 

Palmer spent fifteen years as an Exploration 

Geologist and Consultant to the Canadian 

and international mining industry. He has 

managed projects and conducted research 

for major international mining companies in 

South America, South Africa, India, 

Greenland and Scandinavia, as well as 

working extensively throughout Canada. 

His work has covered a broad range of 

mineral commodities, including gold, base 

metals, diamonds, platinum group metals, 

and copper/nickel deposits. 

 

David holds a B.Sc. (Geology) degree from 

St. Francis Xavier University, M.Sc. and 

Ph.D. (Economic Geology) degrees from 

McGill University, and is a member of the 

Association of Professional Geoscientists of 

Ontario. He has published scientific papers 

in journals such as Economic Geology and 

Chemical Geology. 
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Dinner with the Speaker 
 

Why don’t you consider coming to dinner 

just before the monthly meeting? It is the 

tradition of the Walker Mineralogical Club 

to treat our speakers to a supper before the 

meeting they are speaking at. It is a 

convivial time for all sorts of conversation 

with the speakers and your fellow club 

members. All members are welcome to 

attend. We regularly get together at The 

Duke of York, Bedford and Prince Arthur, 

5:30 pm. Please consider joining our 

speaker and your fellow club members for 

an informal dinner meeting before the main 

event. 

 

 

ROM Mineral Identification Night 
 

Have minerals that you need help 

identifying? Why not consider visiting the 

ROM’s monthly “Mineral Identification 

Night” that takes place on March 12 from 4 

to 5.30 pm. Visit before “Dinner with the 

Speaker”!! 

 

Looking Back 

Monika Haring on Steedeite 
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Monika drove down from Sudbury on 

Wednesday morning and headed straight to 

the Duke of York pub for our “dinner with 

the speaker”.  

 
Monica explains  the molecular structure of steedeite 

 

Monika spoke to the group about a new 

Mont Saint-Hilaire mineral until recently 

referred to as UK79 and now named 

Steedeite, in honour of our very own, long 

time member, Tony Steede, in recognition 

of his contributions to understanding the 

mineralogy of Mont Saint-Hilaire (MSH).  

Tony mentioned, during the talk, that there 

are over 400 identified MSH minerals, with 

approximately 124 unknowns at present. 

Steedeite (NaMn2Si3BO9(OH)2) was first 

discovered in the late 1980’s by Quintin 

Wight and is a pale/white to colourless 

acicular mineral that can sometimes have a 

pinkish tinge. To date, it is only known to 

occur at Mont Saint-Hilaire.  It was referred 

to as UK79 until it was proposed to the 

IMA, reference number 2013-052, as a new 

mineral called Steedeite based on Monika’s 

work.  

 

Monika described her work in analyzing 

steedeite with a single-crystal 

diffractometer. Although based in Sudbury, 

she travels to Winnipeg, twice annually, for 

about three weeks each, to do her analyses 

using Dr. Frank Hawthorne’s equipment at 

the University of Manitoba.  Her work 

involved solving the crystal structure of 

steedeite using single crystal data, 

determining its chemical composition as 

well as making inferences on the 

environment in which steedeite formed. 

Monika informed us that there are three  

A microscopic view of Steedeite (centre) and 

associated minerals 

 

very similar minerals, tagged as steedeite 

(UK79), UK78, and UK80. UK78, though, 

can have a greenish tinge (as opposed to the 

pinkish tinge that Steedeite can have) and is 

a hydrous version of Steedeite, meaning it 

has an extra layer of water molecules. 

UK78 will be proposed as a new mineral to 

the IMA in March 2014. She has not yet 

had success characterizing UK80 due to the 

tiny size of the single sample she has. 

All three minerals are believed to be late 

stage formation minerals formed at low 

temperatures of <340C. Although they have 

been found in the same rock, they have not 

been found together in the same pocket. 

Upon asking about the origin of the UK79 

as a reference name, we were told that UK 

is the prefix for an “UnKnown” mineral 

from MSH, a naming convention that 

originated with Dr. Chao from Ottawa, Dr. 

Robert Gait informed us during dinner. 
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2014 Field Trips 
 

Do you have a favourite collecting site 

you'd like to visit in 2014 with WMC? 

Have a place in mind for 2014 collecting 

that would be a good club-sponsored outing 

that you really want to go to? 

 

Your Field Trip Committee is already 

thinking about where to go and what to 

collect and would like to get your input. 

Looking for a one-day trip rather than a 

weekend outing? A longer trip? What 

months are preferred? And of course, how 

many WMC outings do you think you 

might participate in. 

 

Please email your ideas to 

fieldtrips@walkermineralogicalclub.com . 

 
 

Club Equipment 
 

The Walker Club has several useful pieces 

of equipment that you may be interested in 

using and, as a member, have access to.  

1) Hydraulic Splitter (currently in for 

repairs) 

2) Gasoline generator and electric drill 

 

Contact your field trip committee to learn 

how you can get hold of these useful field 

tools! 

 

 

Recovering... 

 
We understand that Rob Hudyma and Don 

Lapham have each had surgery since the 

last meeting. We join in wishing Rob and 

Don best wishes for speedy recoveries! 

Gotta get better because spring field 

collecting is not too far off! 

 

 

Membership Renewal 
 

Haven’t renewed your membership yet??!! 

Time to get on it! This will be your final 

issue of this newsletter if your dues are not 

paid this month. Sorry! 

 

We want to ensure that we actually have the 

updated information that you think we 

already have! So, please complete in full the 

membership form that is attached to this 

newsletter.  

 

Please pay Jim Haase at the March meeting 

to receive your 2014 membership card and 

receipt. Or mail Jim your cheque asap to 

continue your member benefits. 

 

A junior membership is $15, single is $30 

and family is $40. 

 

Please note the membership categories as 

per our Constitution, as found in your 

Sourcebook: 

(a) Ordinary membership is open to all 

interest persons and institutions. 

(b) Junior membership is open to persons 

aged 14-18 years. 

(c) Family membership shall include 

children up to the age of 15 only. 

 

Cheques should be made payable to the 

Walker Mineralogical Club.  

 

 

Useful Internet Link of the Month 
From the OHTA website: “CLAIMaps is an 
online map application which gives a general 
indication of certain existing rights on a very 
detailed scale for the entire province, including 
Crown land and mining claims. Check it out at 
http://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/mines-and-
minerals/applications/claimaps    
 
 

”Like” WMC on Facebook 
Click here to get reminders of events, photos 

of past events and other news: 
http://on.fb.me/19zzdTx 
 

mailto:fieldtrips@walkermineralogicalclub.com
http://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/mines-and-minerals/applications/claimaps
http://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/mines-and-minerals/applications/claimaps
http://on.fb.me/19zzdTx
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Highlights from the Tucson Gem 

and Mineral Shows 
By David K. Joyce and Friends 

 

In late January, your editor travelled to 

Tucson, Arizona, with fellow Walker Club 

Member Raymond McDougall to be present 

for the earliest activity at this, the largest 

group of gem and mineral shows in the 

world. The “Tucson Show” actually 

consists of the “Main Show” and over 30 

“satellite shows” held in various hotels 

around the city. In late January, the dealers 

and collectors from around the world are 

unpacking their crates and boxes of 

minerals in order to display them for 

prospective buyers, who also come from 

around the world. 

 

 
A tent of Moroccan minerals and fossils 

 

There were not a lot of big, new finds from 

around the world this year but some things 

did catch my eye. There were very nice 

datolite crystal specimens from Mapimi, 

Durango, Mexico for sale. As well, the 

Tanzanite deposits, in the Meralani Hills of 

Tanzania have been yielding excellent 

crystals of alabandite, the relatively rare 

manganese sulphide, in sharp and, 

sometimes, very large crystals. 

 

Raymond had these observations: There 

was too much to list, but here are my 

highlights: 

 

 

 

Lots of great material is still coming from 

the Huangguang Mines, Chifeng 

Prefecture, Inner Mongolia, China, 

including beautiful specimens of clear 

complex fluorite, sharp lustrous ilvaite, 

amazing löllingite, genthelvite-danalite, 

and beautifully crystallized quartz crytals. 

 

Amazing new calcite specimens from 

Chenzhou Prefecture, Hunan Province, 

China, are comprised of first generation 

scalenohedral crystals capped by second 

generation flattened calcite crystals, giving 

a mushroom-like appearance. 

 

The new specimens of chalcopyrite on 

siderite from Kaiwu, Hezhang County, 

Ghizou Province, China, are higher quality 

than in the past, with sharp chalcopyrites 

(and some include tetrahedrite-tennantite 

(analysis pending)). 

 

A pocket of wonderful black tourmalines 

with complex morphology was recently 

found at Tsitondronia, Fianarantsoa, 

Madagascar (these were initially identified 

as schorl, and results from 

further/confirmatory analysis are pending). 

 
This case was full of wire silver specimens from 

Kongsberg, Norway! 

 

In addition to minerals, there was 

something else that was entirely new to 

Mineral World.  Our own Rock Star, David 

Joyce, premiered his new CD, “Nuggets 

and High Grade: The Mining and Mineral 

Collecting Songs of David K. Joyce.”.  It 

was no ordinary Tucson. Guitar, fans,  
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autographs, crowd control barriers, police 

escorts...   Dave played small gigs around 

Tucson, including a great evening of 

“Krupnik and Kielbasa” hosted by Spirifer 

Minerals, and a wine and cheese event 

hosted by Dave Bunk Minerals at the 

Westward Look show. Dave played the 

songs and instrumentals around the shows, 

including at the Main Show – and his songs 

could be heard on sound systems in dealers’ 

rooms as you walked by. THAT was 

something new! 

 

Several other members of the Walker Club 

were down at Tucson, as well and explored 

the various shows from their different 

perspectives. Frank Ruehlicke adds these 

observations and comments:  ”Tucson in 

February provides the perfect respite 

especially this winter as we left behind the -

25 temperatures of home for the +25 

temperatures of southern Arizona. The 

fantastic supply of minerals in Tucson 

provides the backdrop for meeting so many 

wonderful people - including Walker Club 

members, other friends from Ontario, 

Canada, the U.S. and from around the 

world.  It lets you meet, in person, with your 

facebook and mindat.org friends, with that 

online dealer you bought from and with the 

author, photographer and publisher of that 

article you've read in one (or all) of the 

mineral magazines.  That's part of the fun of 

Tucson.”  

 

 
(L-R) D. Joyce, M. Mauthner, W. Pinch R. 

McDougall, J. Hyrsl out for supper at the Mountain 

Oyster Club  

 

Elfi Berndl, Walker Club Member and one 

of the key organizers of the Young Toronto 

Mineralogist Club added “The Tucson Show 

is like a “mineral Mecca” – a trip to be 

taken just to see what there is to see.  

Everywhere you look there are rocks, 

minerals and fossils that are jaw-

droppingly beautiful. There are piles upon 

piles of “ordinary” minerals in crates, on 

tables, in barrels and in the back of tents on 

the ground. There are beads galore & 

cultural artifacts and mass produced, 

shrink wrapped items destined to become 

jewellery. There are bargains to be had 

here for the ordinary collector even though 

many things are quite expensive.  Treasures 

can be found of course and that is what 

makes the trip worthwhile – that and the 

warm sunshine in February!” 

 
A cabinet of specimens for sale where none were 

less expensive than $10,000 or so each! 

 

Frank and Wendy Melanson, semi-retired 

mineral dealers from Bancroft and very 

involved with the fantastic new Bancroft 

Mineral Museum said  “It was a treat to 
see so many specimens from the Bancroft 
area in Bob Nowakowski's room. We were 
able to purchase a number of difficult-to-
obtain specimens for the Bancroft Museum. 
Bob had collected for many years in the 
Bancroft area”.  
 

I certainly found some great bargains and 

had a chance to see lots of “jaw-droppingly 

beautiful” mineral specimens that, 

admittedly, I can never expect to own. This 
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is where the billionaires, millionaires and 

museums go to shop for their specimens! 

Nice to be able to see what is available, 

though. 

 

Some shows also offered symposiums 

varied mineralogical and gemmological 

presentations. For those inclined, people 

could take a break from the commercial 

aspects of the shows and listen to or watch 

technical talks and papers. Many of the 

world’s great mineralogists and 

gemmologists attend the show and it is a 

great opportunity to learn from them. 

 

This could be a much longer article but I’ll 

leave here. Hopefully, You get the idea?! To 

REALLY get the idea, you need to visit the 

Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows, yourself! 

 

Newsletter Content 
 

We are always in need of content for this 

newsletter. If you have news, pictures, 

upcoming events or short articles that you 

would like to contribute, please contact 

editor David at dkjoyce@bellnet.ca.  

 

 

Upcoming Events

 
 

 

Feb.    12 Mineral Identification Night at the ROM 4:00pm to 5:30 pm.  

President’s Choice Entrance on Queen’s Park, doors nearest 
Museum subway stop. Visit their website at 
http://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-
gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic or contact at 
416-586-5816; naturalhistory@rom.on.ca 

Mar.  23, 24 Buffalo Geological Society, 46th Annual Gem, Mineral, Lapidary 
and Fossil Show 

“The Magic of Cut Stones” Sat: 10am-6pm, Sun. 10am-5pm. 
Admission $5.00. Market and Grange Buildings, The Fairgrounds, 
Hamburg, NY. Free Parking. Free for Children 12 and under. 

For more details go to www.bgsny.org  

mailto:dkjoyce@bellnet.ca
http://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic
http://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic
mailto:naturalhistory@rom.on.ca
http://www.bgsny.org/
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Apr.  5-6 Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society  

42nd Annual Gem and Mineral Show, Paris, Ontario, Paris 
Fairgrounds, 139 Silver St., Paris, ON, N3L 1V5. Dealers, 
Demonstrations, Exhibits, “Mine for Gems” Display, Silent Auctions 
both days. 

 

Apr.  25, 26, 
27 

Toronto Gem and Mineral Show  

Commercial Gem and Mineral Show with lots of mineral, gem and 
other dealers. Friday 4-9pm. Sat.-10-7pm, Sunday -10-5pm. Civitan 
Arena, 1030 Don Mills Road, Toronto. 

For more details go to www.torontogemshow.com. 

 

Apr.  24-27 41st Rochester Mineralogical Symposium  Radisson Hotel –
Rochester, Airport at 175, Jefferson Road, Rochester, NY, USA, 
14623  

For details go to: www.rasny.org  

May  3 Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Show  

Waterloo Community Arts Centre (aka “The 
Button Factory”), 25 Regina ST. S., Waterloo, 
ON. 10am – 4pm. Free admission. 

 
June   

 
7 Niagara Peninsula Geological Society -48th Annual Gem, Mineral 

and Fossil Show  Sale, Mountainview United Church, 150 Glendale 
Avenue, St. Catherines, ON. For more info,  contact 
npgsshow@bell.net or visit http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/ 

June  14 
Joint Picnic: Walker Mineralogical Club and the Young Toronto 
Mineralogist Club   

11:00am – 4:00pm, Thompson Park. -Potluck meal, Activities, Fun! Details 
forthcoming! 

July 27 Bancroft Gem and Mineral Club Annual Show 
Royal Canadian Legion, Bancroft 
Great little mineral show with dealers, auction, displays, etc!  

 

http://www.torontogemshow.com/
http://www.rasny.org/
mailto:npgsshow@bell.net
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July 
Aug  

31 
1-3 Bancroft - Annual Rockhound Gemboree 

Canada’s largest commercial Gem and Mineral Show 
www.bancroftdistrict.com 

 

http://www.bancroftdistrict.com/
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2014 Membership Form 

 

THE WALKER MINERALOGICAL CLUB 

    Membership Form 2014 

 

Please check one:    New member           Renewal 
 

Name   

 
 
Check here    if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 
 
Address:  
 

Street      City    Postal Code 
 
Email 
 
 
Telephone 
 

Home      Cell     Work 
 
Membership Fees 
 

  $30 Single 
 

  $40 Family (children up to 15 years old) 
 

  $15 Youth age 14-18  
 

Amount paid:     Cash     Cheque   
 
 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events may be placed in the 
newsletter, website, or used in public displays. Please initial here if you do NOT want your picture 
used. 
 
Initial here to indicate no photos of you to be publicly displayed:  
 
CHEQUE ENCLOSED? ______________  
Payment may be made at any member meeting in cash or by cheque, or by sending your cheque 
to:    Walker Mineralogical Club  
                                 77 Wigmore Dr, 
                                  Toronto ON M4A 2E9 
                                 
 

 

 

 

 

$ 

 


