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NEXT MEETING 

September 9, 2015, 8:00pm   
Please arrive around 7:45 pm if possible 

University of Toronto, Earth Sciences Centre 

22 Russell Street, Room 2093 

 

Speaker and Topic To Be Announced 
 

Mark it in your calendar! 
 

 

President Jim Haase is working hard 
to fill the slate of speakers for future 

meetings. He has a number of speakers 

tentatively lined up for various meetings 

in the fall and winter but cannot confirm 

the speaker and topic for the September 

meeting JUST yet. There will be a 

newsletter issued in late August that will 

announce the speaker and topic for the 

September meeting. Stay tuned! 

THE WALKER MINERALOGICAL CLUB 

FOUNDED 1937 
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Looking Back 

 
Our May speaker was David K. Joyce, 

long time member of the Walker 

Mineralogical Club, past president,   

current mineral dealer and itinerant 

mineral musician! 

 

David spoke about the sedimentary 

rocks of Southwestern Ontario and  most 

of the mineral collecting localities that 

are frequented in those rocks. They are 

Paleozoic aged sediments and David did 

a cursory review of their characteristics, 

why they contain the minerals that they 

do, plus a virtual visit to each of the 

localities that produce the calcite, 

celestine, fluorite, galena, sphalerite, 

marcasite and gypsum specimens 

(amongst other minerals) that we love! 

 

David ended off, accompanied by his 

guitar, singing renditions of two of his 

mineral collecting songs which the 

audience seemed to enjoy. 

David performs for the Walker Club.  

(L. Buchanan photo) 

 

The Walker Club’s Facebook 

Page 
 

By Martina Wood 

 

Well it was just 3 months ago that we 

had about 100 “likes” for our page, but 

since the beginning of February, more 

and more mineral enthusiasts, some from 

other corners of the world, have “liked” 

our WMC page and we are now more 

than tripled at 350!  

 

Some of you may suppose that Facebook 

is a waste of time, but if you “like” 

pages and join groups that share your 

interests, then you get connected with a 

lot more people and gain access to a lot 

more information. This enriches your 

hobby experience and interaction with 

others as well as getting news about all 

kinds of things to do with mineralogy 

and geology. 

 

Recent posts to the WMC page include 

jobs with British Geological Survey and 

Carnegie Institute for Science, as well as 

links to articles such as “10 Gemstones 

Much Rarer than Diamond” and “Vast 

Bed of Metal Balls Found in Deep Sea” 

(about manganese nodules on the ocean 

floor east of Barbados). 

Consider also “Insights from 

Inclusions”; links to online purchasing 

for tools, supplies, equipment and books 

for the geologist; and field trip news. 

Some of you may have read the blurb 

about GSA Hawaii 2015 GeoVenture, or 

have seen the pictures from London's 

Natural History Museum.  

Admin posts are not too regular – just 

when I have time and something 

interesting comes to my notice.  They 

can show up in your Facebook 

newsfeed, or you can view them by 

going to the page on the left side of your 

screen when you are on Facebook. 

Permissions on the page are set so that 

members can also post relevant items. 

So if you are out on a field trip or come 

across something interesting, feel free to 

post. Every post is reviewed before it 

appears in the feed, so if you don’t see it 

right away, be patient. 
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If would like to “join the club” – i.e. 

“like’ the WMC Facebook page to see 

and share interesting mineral world 

items, click here 

http://on.fb.me/19zzdTx. 

P.S.  We also have a Twitter account that 

you can follow @Walker_Minerals. 

Enjoy! 

Like us on Facebook (you’ll see 

this every month as a reminder. ed) 

 
Click here to get reminders of events, 

photos of past events and other news: 

http://on.fb.me/19zzdTx 

 
 

Walker Brothers and Spring 

Creek Quarries Field Trip 
 

On Sunday, May 10, Mothers Day,  

stalwart  members of the Walker Club 

braved the wrath of their mothers and 

went mineral collecting. Many indicated 

that they HAD invited their mothers on 

the field trip but few had takers! There  

was at least two mothers on the field 

trip, however.  

 

The first trip to the Walker Brothers 

Quarry produced slim pickings. There 

was one zone of very interesting, 

sparkling, drusy quartz vugs located, 

however. The attractive quartz vugs 

sometimes contained well formed galena 

and dolomite crystals. Some members 

excavared very nice specimens.  

 

The Spring Creek Quarry was a different 

story, however.  Muckpiles, and 

boulders contained many, many vugs 

and cavities containing very nice calcite, 

sphalerite, dolomite and galena crystals 

and some beautiful specimens were 

collected.  You would be hard pressed to 

have left the quarry without at least one 

nice specimen. Definitely somewhere to 

return to! 

 

         Collectors at Walker Bros. Quarry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother Liz, collecting on Mother’s Day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Lapham with his nice specimen 

http://on.fb.me/19zzdTx
http://on.fb.me/19zzdTx
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Walker Club June Ottawa Valley 

Field trip  

June 21
st
 through June 27

th 
, 2015       

 

By Bruce Fulcher 

 

As you know, we have no field trip 

councillors for 2015, and are, therefore, 

operating at a less than stellar pace 

getting all the details in order. We would 

very much like someone to volunteer for 

the vacant position, or at least assist with 

the trips from here forward. 

 

Note that if you cannot attend the entire 

June field trip, you are welcome to 

attend a portion of it. Please, all those 

who wish to attend, confirm or re-

confirm with Bruce Fulcher 416 579-

4193; bruce@novitherm.com . More 

details will be sent out to those who 

register with Bruce for the trip.  

 

We will start our next field trip on 

Sunday June 21st in Gloucester, Ontario 

at the Tomlinson Rideau Quarry. This 

is a new site for us, and we do not know 

what to expect. However, many fine 

mineral specimens have been collected 

over the years from nearby quarries… 

most notably fine calcites and quartz.
 

 

Monday June 22
nd

 we’ll visit the classic 

Parker Mine, for forsterite, spinel and 

biotite. Aside from hitting my head on 

the car door, (don’t ask), I have never 

been disappointed there. 

 

Following that we will be going back to 

three of our favourite and productive 

sites during the week. In no particular 

order they will be: 

 

Villeneuve Mine, for black tourmaline, 

peristerite, muscovite some containing 

garnet and a dozen others that would be 

lovely to find.  

 

McGlashan Mine has yielded scapolite, 

apatite, mica, calcite, pyroxene, feldspar, 

tourmaline, zircon and titanite.  

 

Evans Lou Mine, may still produce 

feldspar, quartz, mica, hornblende, 

chlorite, pyrite, goethite, garnet, and a 

list of many rarer species such as thorite, 

eulytite, kainosite and wakefieldite.  

Although we did not come up with that 

impressive of a list of rare minerals last 

time we visited the site, I am almost 

certain for sure, perhaps and maybe 

we’ll find something spectacular this 

time! 

 

We are looking at gaining access to a 

particular productive “old site” or a 

couple new sites to fill in Friday.  

 

Saturday will either be a “surprise” site 

or we will end back in Ontario at the 

Miller Property in Eganville. 

.Rock Arch at Villeneuve Mine 

 

Vic Berzin labouring at the 

McGlashan Mine 

 

 

 

mailto:bruce@novitherm.com
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ROM Mineral Cabinets 
 

(This notice was published in the May 

newsletter and will be repeated in it 

entirety for the next couple of 

newsletters.) 

 

The Royal Ontario Museum is in the 

midst of acquiring a complete new 

storage system for the mineral 

collection. They will be purchasing state 

of the art mineral cabinets to house the 

collection. This means that there will be 

many of the old cabinets available. The 

ROM intends to offer some of these 

cabinets to Walker Club Members.  

 

There are a variety of cases. Most are 

doubles, that is; each cabinet has two 

sides and two doors. There are two sizes 

of these - 36 inches high, by 49 inches 

wide by either 26 inches or 33 inches 

deep (the deeper cabinets have the same 

sized drawers so without new drawers 

being made, they would not hold any 

more minerals than the narrower ones). 

The wood is cherry, and the construction 

is very solid. Hence, the units are quite  

heavy. They are designed to be stacked, 

so some (such as the one in the photo) 

have not had their surfaces stained. The  

drawers are removable and can fit at 

different heights to accommodate larger 

specimens (see the open door 

photograph). 

 

There are also some triple cabinets that 

have the same dimensions except that 

they have three drawers and are 75  

inches wide. 

 

Sometime in the future, newer plywood 

cabinets will also be available. Some of 

these are quadruples - eight feet wide 

(see photograph). 

 

the R.O.M. has not yet set prices on 

these cabinets but they are expected to 

be very reasonable. It will be up to  

purchasers to arrange for pick-up and 

delivery. 

 

If any members are interested, please e –

mail Tony Steede at 

tsteede@sympstico.ca. He will maintain 

a list to ensure that cabinets are saved for  

those that are interested. 

 

 

YTMC Picnic 
By Len Buchanan 

 

The Walker Mineralogical Club 

membership is invited to attend the 

Annual Picnic of the Young Toronto 

Mineralogist Club (YTMC) 

mailto:tsteede@sympstico.ca
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The annual YTMC picnic has been set 

for: Saturday June 13, 2015 at noon 

hour Centennial Park in Etobicoke. at 

256 Centennial Park Rd, west of 427 and 

south of 401. Have you marked it in 

your calendar?  

 

Please view the attachment for details 

on the Picnic, Pot Luck contributions 

and “The Game”. 
 

Members of the YTMC hope that you 

will make time to come out for this fun 

afternoon and meet the mineralogists 

and collectors of the future! 

 

 

ROM Rock, Fossil, Gem, and 

Mineral Identification Clinics 
 

Do you or your friends have minerals 

that you need help identifying? Why not 

consider visiting the Royal Ontario 

Museums’ monthly “Meteorite, Rock, 

Fossil, Gem and Mineral Identification 

Clinic” that takes place regularly at the  

 

ROM.  The ROM will have experts on 

hand to examine your treasures or finds 

and try to give you some idea of what 

you have!  

 

For more information on this activity 

check out https://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-

programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-

fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic-0 

 

The dates for 2015 ROM ID clinics are : 

 

June 17 

Aug. 19 

Oct. 14 

Dec. 9 

 

 

Newsletter Content 

 
We are always in need of content for this 

newsletter. If you have news, pictures,  

upcoming events or short articles that 

you would like to contribute, please 

contact David K. Joyce, editor, at 

dkjoyce@bellnet.ca or 905-836-9073. 

 

 

 

 

 
     

  

 

 

 

UPCOMING  MEETINGS, SHOWS AND  EVENTS 
 

June 6, 2015  49
th

 Annual Niagara Penuinsula Geological Society Gem, 

Mineral and Fossil Show ands Sale. Heartland forest, 8215 Kalar Road, 

Niagara Falls, ON. 10am-5pm. For info call 905-687-6503 or e-mail 

npshow@bell.net or visit www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS  

 

Sunday, July 17-19, 4
th

 Annual Kingston Lapidary and Mineral Club 

Gem Show. 10-5pm, PEC Fairgrounds, 375 Main St. Picton, ON. Info 

contact: howhardcanitbe@sympatico.ca  

 

https://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic-0
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic-0
https://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic-0
mailto:dkjoyce@bellnet.ca
mailto:npshow@bell.net
http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS
mailto:howhardcanitbe@sympatico.ca
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July 17, 18, 19  Sudbury Rock and Lapidary Society’s, Annual Sudbury 

Gem and Mineral Show, Sudbury, ON For details contact 

ed.debicki@sympatico.ca  

 

July  26  Bancroft Gem and Mineral Club Annual Show, Bancroft, ON  

For details, contact wfmelanson@sympatic.ca  

 
July 29, 30, 31, August 1   Annual Rockhound Gemboree, Bancroft, ON,  For details 

go to: www.bancroftdistrict.com or contact visit@bancroftdistrict.com 

 

September 19, 20  The Gem and Mineral Club of Scarborough Wonders 

of the Earth Show, Scarborough, ON   For details go to 

www.scarbgemclub.ca   

 

October 2-4   Ancaster Gem, Mineral, Bead and Jewellery Show, Friday 

9:30-5pm, Saturday and Sunday 10am-5pm. Ancaster Fairgrounds, 630 

Trinity Road, Ancaster. For info contact inquiry@ancastergemshow.com or 

http://www.ancastergemshow.com  
 

October 17-18, 2015   46
th

 Kingston Lapidary and Mineral Club Show, 

Sat 10am-6pm, Sun. 10am – 5pm. Portsmouth Olympic Harbour, 53 Yonge 

St., Kingston, ON. Contact emosss@cogeco.ca or go to 

http://www.mineralclub.ca/?page-gemstorm  
 

mailto:ed.debicki@sympatico.ca
mailto:wfmelanson@sympatic.ca
http://www.bancroftdistrict.com/
mailto:visit@bancroftdistrict.com
http://www.scarbgemclub.ca/
mailto:inquiry@ancastergemshow.com
http://www.ancastergemshow.com/
mailto:emosss@cogeco.ca
http://www.mineralclub.ca/?page-gemstorm
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Membership Application or Renewal Form 

 

 

 

THE WALKER MINERALOGICAL CLUB 

Membership Form 2015 
 

Please check one:    New member           Renewal 
 

Name   

 
 
Check here    if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 
 
Address:  
 

Street      City    Postal Code 
 
Email 
 
 
Telephone 
 

Home      Cell     Work 
 
Membership Fees 
 

  $30 Single 
 

  $40 Family (children up to 15 years old) 
 

  $15 Youth age 14-18  
 

Amount paid:     Cash     Cheque   
 
 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events may be placed in the 
newsletter, website, or used in public displays. Please initial here if you do NOT want your picture 
used. 
 
Initial here to indicate no photos of you to be publicly displayed:  
 
CHEQUE ENCLOSED? ______________  
Payment may be made at any member meeting in cash or by cheque, or by sending your cheque 
to:    Walker Mineralogical Club  
                                 77 Wigmore Dr, 
                                  Toronto ON M4A 2E9 
                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

$ 

 


