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NEXT MEETING 

January 8
th

, 2014 

**NEW TIME 7:30pm**  

Please arrive around 7.15 pm if possible 

University of Toronto, Earth Sciences Centre 

22 Russell Street, Room 2093 

 

Speaker: Professor Ron Peterson 

RARE AND UNUSUAL BARIUM MINERALS FROM THE GUN 

CLAIM, YUKON 
 

The Gun Claim is a Ba-rich skarn 

deposit that is the type locality for 

Pellyite Ba2Ca(Fe,Mg)2Si6O17and 

titantaramellite 

Ba4(Ti,Fe)4(B2Si8O27)O2Clx . In 

August 2012 a collecting trip was made to 

this deposit and a new zeolite mineral has 

been discovered that is in the process of being 

recognized by the International Mineralogical 

Association. The presentation will describe 
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the new mineral and the complex 

mineralogy of the deposit. 

Comparison will be made with other 

similar barium deposits and the 

details of doing field work in this 

remote and beautiful area of northern 

Canada will be described. A suite of 

specimens from the deposit will be 

available for inspection. 

Ron Peterson is a professor of 

mineralogy at Queen’s University. He 

studies many different aspects of 

mineralogy but specializes in the 

study of sulfate minerals that occur in 

arid locations around the world and 

that may also be present on the 

surface of Mars. Often this field work 

uses complex portable instruments 

that allow mineral samples to be 

studied in the field. 

 

Professor Peterson has spoken at the 

Walker Club many times in the past 

and has proven to be an amiable, 

interesting and entertaining speaker. 

We look forward to his presentation! 

 
 

 
Gun Claims, Yukon Territory 

 

Dinner with the Speaker 
 

It is the tradition of the Walker 

Mineralogical Club to treat our 

speakers to a supper before the 

meeting they are speaking at. It is a 

convivial time for all sorts of 

conversation with the speakers and 

your fellow club members. All 

members are welcome to attend. In 

January, we will get together at  The Duke of 

York, at Bedford and Prince Arthur, 5:30 pm. 

Please consider joining our speaker and your 

fellow club members for an informal dinner 

meeting before the main event. 

 

 
(L-R) Don, Bob, Michael Bainbridge and Martina at 

December’s “Dinner with the Speaker” at the “Duke”. 
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Favourite Minerals at January 

Meeting 
 

Other members would LOVE to see the 

specimens that you have acquired or field-

collected during the past year! We will have 

two just-for-fun displays at the January 

meeting; “Best Field Collected Specimen” 

and “Best Purchased Specimen” and the 

display case will be set up to show off your 
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interesting pieces to best effect. 

Remember to bring them!? 

 

ROM Mineral I.D. Night 

 

Want to make sure you get to the 

meeting on time? Why not consider 

visiting the ROM’s monthly Mineral 

Identification Night that takes place 

on the same day from 4 to 5.30 pm. 

See the events calendar at the end of 

the newsletter for details. 

 

Looking Back  
Michael Bainbridge on the 

Bancroft Collecting Area 
 

Michael Bainbridge presented an 

excellent summary of tools, rules, and 

on-line resources that make the life of 

the field mineral collector easier and 

certainly more interesting.  

 
All of the information is available 

through 

http://ohto.ca/2013/03/recreational-

geology-product-development-

resources/ . Michael has provided us 

with a list of the links that he feels 

would be of interest to mineral 

collectors and a copy, outlining these 

links is attached, separately to this 

newsletter. These links could prove 

invaluable to some! Check them out 

and put them in your list of 

“Favourites”. 

 

 
Michael Bainbridge makes a point during his 

presentation. 

 

 
Ray McDougall chats with Michael after his talk. 

 

After Michael’s presentation, Club members 

and guests were treated to a table of 

sumptuous treats largely provided by Robert 

Hudyma plus “pot luck” additions by other 

club members. It was great! Succulent 

shrimp, roast beef tidbits, veggies, cheeses, 

crackers and pastries, complemented by tasty 

sauces really raised the bar for future 

Christmas parties! 

 

 
Members “dig in” to the sumptuous treats at the 

December meeting. 

 

 
Liz, Rob and Bruce enjoyed great food and 

conversation after the formal part of the meeting. 

 

2014 Field Trips 
 

Is it too early to be thinking about what kind 

of field trips you would like the Walker Club 

to plan for the upcoming season?  

 

http://ohto.ca/2013/03/recreational-geology-product-development-resources/
http://ohto.ca/2013/03/recreational-geology-product-development-resources/
http://ohto.ca/2013/03/recreational-geology-product-development-resources/


Copyright Walker Mineralogical Club 2014 

 
 

4 

Of course not!  

 

Your Field Trip Committee is already 

thinking about where to go and what 

to collect and would like to get your 

input. Looking for a one-day trip 

rather than a weekend outing? A 

longer trip? What months are 

preferred? And of course, how many 

WMC outings do you think you 

might participate in. 

 

Please email your ideas to 

fieldtrips@walkermineralogicalclub.c

om . 

 

2014 Council Acclaimed 
 

Here is your 2014 Council as acclaimed 

at the December, 2013 meeting. 

 

Martina Wood – President 

Rob Hudyma – Treasurer & Events 

Councillor 

Len Buchanan – Recording Secretary 

and Webmaster 

Bob Turner – Auction Committee 

Frank Ruehlicke – Auction Committee 

Jim Haase – Memberships  

Ray Bernatchez – Field Trips 

Committee 

Rob Cook – Field Trips Committee 

Newsletter Editor – David K. Joyce 
 

Help Your Club 
 

It is time for a new cohort to step up and 

“get in the groove” of running the club. 

If you have not yet been a volunteer on 

Council, yet have enjoyed going on field 

trips, attended our monthly meetings, 

and enjoyed reading the newsletter, then 

maybe you would consider giving 

something back to your club.  

 

For 2014, we still need a vice-president 

and corresponding secretary.  

 

No experience, you say? Don’t fret! We 

will help you along. 

 

This call goes out to all members, whether you 

have been a member for a month or for 35 years.  

If you are new, joining Council is a great way to 

get to know the people in the club and learn how 

the club works. 

 

We welcome you to join our team and 

contribute to the smooth running of the club and 

its activities. Please call Martina Wood at 905-

507-0657 to join Council and make a difference! 

 

Membership Renewal 
 

It’s time to renew your membership! 

 

We want to ensure that we actually have the 

updated information that you think we 

already have! 

 

So, please complete in full the membership 

form that is attached to this newsletter.  

 

Please pay Jim Haase at the January meeting 

to receive your 2014 membership card and 

receipt. Or mail Jim your cheque as soon as 

possible.  

 

A junior membership is $15, single is $30 and 

family is $40. 

 

Please note the membership categories as per 

our Constitution, as found in your 

Sourcebook: 

(a) Ordinary membership is open to all 

interest persons and institutions. 

(b) Junior membership is open to persons 

aged 14-18 years. 

(c) Family membership shall include children 

up to the age of 15 only. 

 

Cheques should be made payable to the 

Walker Mineralogical Club.  

 

New Music Recording 
 

Many of you know that long-time member, 

dealer and mineral collector David K. Joyce 

is also a musician and singer-songwriter. He 

has recently released a compact disc 

mailto:fieldtrips@walkermineralogicalclub.com
mailto:fieldtrips@walkermineralogicalclub.com
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recording of mineral collecting and 

mining songs entitled “Nuggets and 

High Grade”, a CD of very listenable, 

mostly upbeat and humourous songs. 

Every collector should have one to 

play on the way to collecting trips, 

mineral shows and at gatherings of 

like-minded people! David will have copies 

available at the January Walker Club meeting 

for $15.00 a copy. To learn more about the 

recording and to listen to all of the songs free, 

you can visit the “Music” section of David’s 

website at www.davidkjoyceminerals.com.  

  

 
The cover of David K. Joyce’s new  

Compact Disc recording 

 

Steedite 

 
We have learned that long time member, Tony 

Steede, will soon have a new mineral named 

after him. Congratulations, Tony! Come to 

the February meeting when Monica Haring 

will give a presentation about this interesting 

mineral. All will be revealed, then! 

Check out Our Online Presence 

 

1. Twitter @Walker_Minerals 

2. Like us on Facebook: click here to get 

reminders of events, photos of past 

events and other 

news:http://on.fb.me/19zzdTx 

3. And on our website at 

www.walkermineralogicalclub.com 

 

Club Equipment 
 

Council is working on an updated list of all 

equipment owned by WMC. Stay tuned for 

further information in the new year. 

 

Joint Picnic -Walker Mineralogical 

Club (WMC) and Young Toronto 

Mineralogist Club (YTMC). 
 

Mark June 14 in your calendar! From 

11:00am – 4:pm that day, there will be a 

picnic at Thompson Park for members of 

both the WMC and YTMC featuring 

various earth science hobby activities and 

lots of “Pot Luck” food. It will be fun! 

Details to be forwarded in a future 

newsletter.

 

Newsletter Content 
We are always in need of content for this 

newsletter. If you have news, pictures, 

upcoming events or short articles that you 

would like to contribute, please contact 

editor David at dkjoyce@bellnet.ca.  

 
Long-time member Tony Steede will have a new  

mineral,” Steedite” named after him 

 

http://www.davidkjoyceminerals.com/
https://twitter.com/Walker_Minerals
http://on.fb.me/19zzdTx
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Upcoming Events

 
 

 

Jan.  8 Mineral Identification Night at the 
ROM 4:00pm to 5:30 pm.  

President’s Choice Entrance on Queen’s Park, 
doors nearest Museum subway stop. Visit their 
website at http://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-
programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-
fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic or contact 

at 416-586-5816; 

naturalhistory@rom.on.ca 

 

Mar.  1-2 Kawartha Rock and Fossil Club’s 21st 
Annual Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show. 
10am-5pm each day. Evinrude Centre, 
911 Monaghan Road, Peterborough, 
Ontario  

For more details go to 

www.rockandfossil.com  

 

Apr.  25, 26, 27 Toronto Gem and Mineral Show  

Commercial Gem and Mineral Show with lots of 
mineral, gem and other dealers. Friday 4-9pm. 
Sat.-10-7pm, Sunday -10-5pm. Civitan Arena, 
1030 Don Mills Road, Toronto. 

For more details go to 
www.torontogemshow.com. 

 

http://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic
http://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic
http://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic
mailto:naturalhistory@rom.on.ca
http://www.rockandfossil.com/
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Apr.  24-27 41st Rochester Mineralogical Symposium  
Radisson Hotel –Rochester, Airport at 
175, Jefferson Road, Rochester, NY, 
USA, 14623  

For details go to: www.rasny.org   

 

http://www.rasny.org/
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2014 Membership Form 

 

THE WALKER MINERALOGICAL CLUB 

    Membership Form 2014 

 

Please check one:    New member           Renewal 
 

Name   

 
 
Check here    if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 
 
Address:  
 

Street      City    Postal Code 
 
Email 
 
 
Telephone 
 

Home      Cell     Work 
 
Membership Fees 
 

  $30 Single 
 

  $40 Family (children up to 15 years old) 
 

  $15 Youth age 14-18  
 

Amount paid:     Cash     Cheque   
 
 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events may be placed in the 
newsletter, website, or used in public displays. Please initial here if you do NOT want your picture 
used. 
 
Initial here to indicate no photos of you to be publicly displayed:  
 
CHEQUE ENCLOSED? ______________  
Payment may be made at any member meeting in cash or by cheque, or by sending your cheque 
to:    Walker Mineralogical Club  
                                 77 Wigmore Dr, 
                                  Toronto ON M4A 2E9 
                                 
 

 

 

 

 

$ 

 


