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NEXT MEETING 

February 19
th

, 2014 One week LATER than USUAL!! 

**NEW TIME 7:30pm**  

Please arrive around 7:15 pm if possible 

University of Toronto, Earth Sciences Centre 

22 Russell Street, Room 2093 

 

Please note!! The February meeting will be held one week later than usual 

due to the number of members that will be away at the Tucson Gem and 

Mineral Show the week before. 
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Speaker: Monika Haring  

2013 Peacock Prize Recipient  
 

 

Steedeite, A New Mineral from Mont 

Saint-Hilaire, Quebec 

 

Mont Saint-Hilaire (MSH), located east of 

Montreal, is known for its abundance of 

rare and unusual minerals.  To date, 371 

minerals have been identified from MSH, 

and included in these is the new mineral 

steedeite.  Steedeite (NaMn2Si3BO9(OH)2) 

was first discovered in the late 1980’s by 

Quintin Wight and is named for Mr 

Anthony Hosford Steede (our own Tony 

Steede!) in recognition of his contributions 

to understanding the mineralogy of Mont 

Saint-Hilaire.  Monika will describe this 

mineral and her work in characterizing it. 

 

About Monika  

 

Monika Haring completed her B.Sc. in 

Geology at Laurentian University, and M. 

Sc. in geology at University of Western 

Ontario. She has recently returned to 

Laurentian University where she has started 

a Ph.D in Geology with a special focus in 

crystal chemistry and geochemistry.  

Monika presented her work on Allende 

Fassaite at various conferences in 2011 and 

2012, and has previously presented her 

undergraduate work characterizing 

laurentianite to the Walker Club. This work 

was published in the October 2012 issue of 

Canadian Mineralogist. 

In addition to her thesis work, she is 

working on a characterization of another 

potentially new Mont Saint-Hilaire mineral: 

UK78, a Na-Fe- borosilicate related to the 

pectolite – serandite series pyroxenoids as 

well as steedeite.  As part of her preliminary 

studies, she has also solved the crystal 

structure of franconite, which, until now, 

has been unknown. 

 

Steedeite occurs as a late-stage phase in 

sodalite syenite xenoliths along with 

aegirine, nepheline, sodalite, a eudialyte-

group mineral, analcime, natrite, pyrrhotite, 

natron and serandite. Crystals of steedeite 

are colourless and elongate with the average 

dimensions of 0.006 x 0.011 x 0.51 mm.  

Due to the small crystal sizes, the crystal 

structure and chemical formula of steedeite 

had remained unknown.  Steedeite has a 

crystal structure similar to minerals such as 

serandite (NaMn2Si3O8(OH)) and pectolite 

(NaCa2Si3O8(OH)).   
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Dinner with the Speaker 
 

It is the tradition of the Walker 

Mineralogical Club to treat our speakers to 

a supper before the meeting they are 

speaking at. It is a convivial time for all 

sorts of conversation with the speakers and 

your fellow club members. All members are 

welcome to attend. In January, we will get 

together at The Duke of York, at Bedford 

and Prince Arthur, 5:30 pm. Please consider 

joining our speaker and your fellow club 

members for an informal dinner meeting 

before the main event. 
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ROM Mineral I.D. Night 

 

Have minerals that you need help 

identifying? Why not consider visiting the 

ROM’s monthly Mineral Identification 

Night that takes place on Feb. 12 from 4 to 

5.30 pm.  

 

Looking Back  
Ron Petersen –The Gun Claim 

 

At the January meeting, Ron Petersen 

presented an excellent overview of the 

barium-rich mineralization found at the Gun 

claims, in the Yukon Territory. Last 

summer he and several other people made 

the trip to this remote locality to examine 

the geology and collect mineral specimens 

in order to better examine and characterize 

the unusual mineralization. 

 

  
Prof. Ron Peterson of Queen’s University 

Exhibits a sample of unusual mineralization 

from the Gun Claim. 

 

The trip was certainly an adventure and the 

photographs of spectacular mountain 

scenery, helicopter trips and exploration 

camp life exposed us to the difficulties of 

remote geological research. In the course of 

the research, a number of rare minerals 

were encountered, including Walstromite, 

Muirite, Gillespite, Pelleyite, Cerchiaraite-

(Fe) and Brewsterite. Analyses of some of 

the samples that Ron and his associates 

collected have revealed one, possibly two 

new minerals, the most prominent a new 

barium zeolite, yet-to-be-named.  

 

It was an excellent, educational and 

entertaining presentation! 

 

Rob Hudyma generously brought some of 

his delicious surplus baked goods for the 

enjoyment of club members. Interestingly, 

one of the varieties of scones that he 

brought looked VERY much like 

gillespite/hedenbergite/cerchiaraite-(Fe) 

mineralization that Ron Petersen 

encountered during his work at the Gun 

Claims. See the image below to see this 

phenomenon! Perhaps Rob could routinely 

prepare baked goods resembling 

mineralization for each monthly talk!? 

Perhaps Steedeite-like muffins or cookies, 

for the upcoming meeting!?  

 

 
By coincidence, some of the scones that Rob 

Hudyma brought to the meeting bore an 

uncanny resemblance to Gun Claim 

mineralization! Compare! 
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Heidi and Rob showing off some of Rob’s 

delicious baked goodies! Most were already 

eaten! 

 

2014 Field Trips 
 

Do you have a favourite collecting site 

you'd like to visit in 2014 with WMC? 

Have a place in mind for 2014 collecting 

that would be a good club-sponsored outing 

that you really want to go to? 

 

Your Field Trip Committee is already 

thinking about where to go and what to 

collect and would like to get your input. 

Looking for a one-day trip rather than a 

weekend outing? A longer trip? What 

months are preferred? And of course, how 

many WMC outings do you think you 

might participate in. 

 

Please email your ideas to 

fieldtrips@walkermineralogicalclub.com . 

 

 

 

An Overview of Ontario’s Mineral 

Collecting Policy 
Martina Wood, President 

 

Members who were at the December 2013 

meeting heard an interesting talk by 

Michael Bainbridge from Ontario’s 

Highlands Tourism Authority. Michael 

covered a lot of ground in his talk and 

skimmed through a lot due to the amount of 

material and the short time he had. 

It occurred to me to wonder how many of 

our members are aware of Ontario’s 

Mineral Collecting Policy, as it was new to 

me as well as a number of more 

experienced field tripping members. 

I’d like to go into some detail here about the 

Policy so that all club members are fully 

aware of the rules when out in the field, 

whether on a club-sponsored trip, or out on 

your own.  

The Mineral Collecting Policy, from which 

much of the following text is drawn or 

paraphrased, addresses hobby mineral 

collecting and is a companion document to 

the Mining Act which covers extraction or 

removal of minerals for commercial 

purposes.  “The requirements of the Mining 

Act and the Aggregate Resources Act will 

generally not be enforced against hobby 

mineral collecting.” 

Hobby Mineral Collecting in Ontario is 

defined as: 

 Collection for personal pleasure, 

recreation, or interest, and 

 The amount collected is below the 

threshold limit, and 

 The samples are collected for the 

collector's personal collection, and 

 The collector has no intention to sell 

the minerals collected. Swapping 

minerals collected as part of hobby 

collecting is acceptable. This 

recognizes that swapping is part of a 

personal collection. 

mailto:fieldtrips@walkermineralogicalclub.com
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Gold panning and fossil collecting are 

interchangeable with the term mineral 

collecting. 

We should note that:  
1. Hobby mineral collecting in Ontario is a 

privilege, not a right 

2. The hobby collector must first obtain 
permission, in writing, from the person 
or company with an existing right. 
Aside from landowners, these rights-
holders can include any holder of an 
unpatented mining claim, holder of a 
land use permit, Ontario Northland 
Transportation lands, summer resort 
owners, Indian reserves, as well as 
others. For a complete list of rights-
holders, see the Policy.  

3. All laws regarding environmental 

protection must be complied with 

4. Hobby mineral collectors are restricted 

to a “threshold limit” on collecting on 

lands owned by the Crown and open to 

mineral collecting. The threshold limit 

is defined as what one person can 

excavate with hand tools only and can 

carry unassisted, from a specific site or 

location. The limit is allowed once per 

year per site. 

Mineral collectors are not allowed to 

trespass on privately owned land, nor on 

Crown land where there are unsafe or 

hazardous conditions.  

Some lands are not open for mineral 

collecting, such as: 

 Public lands that are posted or 

otherwise marked to prohibit all or 

some activities. Check with the local 

Ministry of Natural Resources office 

for lands posted under the Public 

Lands Act. 

 Areas which are part of a mining 

hazard or are hazardous to those 

attempting to collect minerals. 

Check with the Resident Geologist 

or District Geologist in whose 

division you want to collect 

minerals.  

 Land that is not Crown land as 

outlined in section 1 of the Mining 

Act R.S.O 1990 (referred to as the 

Act). 

 Indian reserves as set out in clause 

30(e) of the Act 

 provincial parks (section 31 of the 

Act), federal parks 

 Lands withdrawn from staking, sale 

or lease under section 35 of the Act 

or one of its predecessors. 

If you are ambitious and want to find more 

information, you can refer to some of the 

resources listed below. 

1. Ministry of Northern Development 

and Mines  

 Mining Lands Consultants: 

Mining land consultants can 

help you access up-to-date 

claim maps on the internet. 

These maps show the status 

of mining lands in their 

mining division. 

 Internet: These maps can be 

printed from the internet at 

CLAIMaps or purchased 

from OGS Publication Sales 

Office in Sudbury, Ontario. 

The CLAIMS Client 

Services database can 

provide you with the name 

of the holder of an 

unpatented mining claim. 

This information is available 

on the Mining Claims 

Information (MCI) web site. 

 Resident and District 

Geologists: Resident and 

District Geologists can 

advise collectors about 

mineral collecting sites in 

their districts, including 

areas that are considered 

hazardous. They can also 

http://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/mines-and-minerals/applications/claimaps
http://www.infogo.gov.on.ca/infogo/office.do?actionType=servicedirectory&infoType=service&unitId=UNT0004785&locale=en
http://www.infogo.gov.on.ca/infogo/office.do?actionType=servicedirectory&infoType=service&unitId=UNT0004785&locale=en
http://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/mines-and-minerals/applications/mining-claims-information
http://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en/mines-and-minerals/applications/mining-claims-information
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advise about publications on 

mineral collecting. 

2. Ministry of Natural Resources 

3. District Managers: District 

Managers can provide information 

on quarry permits, quarry licences, 

land use permits, licences of 

occupation and land use permits that 

have been issued by their ministry. 

They can give advice about other 

issues regarding public lands. (see 

list of district offices at 

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Conta

ctUs/2ColumnSubPage/STEL02_17

9002.html ) 

4. Land Registry Offices: For the 

names of the leaseholders or patent 

owners, the mineral collector should 

go the appropriate Land Registry 

Office (see list at 

http://www.ontario.ca/en/informatio

n_bundle/land_registration/content/

STEL02_165696 ) 

Although the above covers key points for 

your consideration in pursuing the hobby of 

mineral collecting, please refer to Ontario’s 

Mineral Collecting Policy which is 

available at http://bit.ly/1be76Ea . 

You can also obtain a wealth of information 

from the Ontario’s Highlands Tourism 

Authority “Guide to Informational 

Resources for Recreational Geology” at 

http://bit.ly/1f6cE6A.  
 

 

Membership Renewal 
 

Haven’t renewed your membership yet??!! 

Time to get right on it! 

 

We want to ensure that we actually have the 

updated information that you think we 

already have! So, please complete in full the 

membership form that is attached to this 

newsletter.  

 

Please pay Jim Haase at the February 

meeting to receive your 2014 membership 

card and receipt. Or mail Jim your cheque 

asap to continue your member benefits. 

 

A junior membership is $15, single is $30 

and family is $40. 

 

Please note the membership categories as 

per our Constitution, as found in your 

Sourcebook: 

(a) Ordinary membership is open to all 

interest persons and institutions. 

(b) Junior membership is open to persons 

aged 14-18 years. 

(c) Family membership shall include 

children up to the age of 15 only. 

 

Cheques should be made payable to the 

Walker Mineralogical Club.  

 

Useful Internet Link of the Month 
 
Here is a useful link for you! www.planetrocks.ca . If 

you go to this site you will be presented with a map, as 

follows with various markers delineating points of 

interest, including geological and mineralogical points. 

 

 
 

If you click on any of the points of interest markers, you 

will be shown a detailed aerial photo of the site, a 

ground photo of the site and a description. Check it out! 

 

Check out Our Online Presence 
 

1. Twitter @Walker_Minerals 

2. Like us on Facebook: click here to get 

reminders of events, photos of past 

events and other 

news:http://on.fb.me/19zzdTx 

3. And on our website at 

www.walkermineralogicalclub.com 

 

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/ContactUs/2ColumnSubPage/STEL02_179002.html
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/ContactUs/2ColumnSubPage/STEL02_179002.html
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/ContactUs/2ColumnSubPage/STEL02_179002.html
http://www.ontario.ca/en/information_bundle/land_registration/content/STEL02_165696
http://www.ontario.ca/en/information_bundle/land_registration/content/STEL02_165696
http://www.ontario.ca/en/information_bundle/land_registration/content/STEL02_165696
http://bit.ly/1be76Ea
http://bit.ly/1f6cE6A
http://www.planetrocks.ca/
https://twitter.com/Walker_Minerals
http://on.fb.me/19zzdTx
http://www.walkermineralogicalclub.com/
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Club Equipment 
 

Council is working on an updated list of all 

equipment owned by WMC. Stay tuned for 

further information. 

 

Joint Picnic -Walker Mineralogical 

Club (WMC) and Young Toronto 

Mineralogist Club (YTMC) 
 

Mark June 14 in your calendar! From 

11:00am – 4:00 pm that day, there will be a 

picnic at Thompson Park for members of 

both the WMC and YTMC featuring 

various earth science hobby activities and 

lots of “Pot Luck” food. It will be fun! 

Details to be forwarded in a future 

newsletter. 

 

Newsletter Content 
 

We are always in need of content for this 

newsletter. If you have news, pictures, 

upcoming events or short articles that you 

would like to contribute, please contact 

editor David at dkjoyce@bellnet.ca.  

 

 

Upcoming Events

 
 

 

Feb.    12 Mineral Identification Night at the ROM 4:00pm to 5:30 pm.  

President’s Choice Entrance on Queen’s Park, doors nearest 
Museum subway stop. Visit their website at 
http://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-
gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic or contact at 
416-586-5816; naturalhistory@rom.on.ca 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dkjoyce@bellnet.ca
http://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic
http://www.rom.on.ca/en/activities-programs/events-calendar/rock-gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-identification-clinic
mailto:naturalhistory@rom.on.ca
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Mar.  1-2 Kawartha Rock and Fossil Club’s 21st Annual Gem, Mineral 
and Fossil Show.  
10am-5pm each day. Evinrude Centre, 911 Monaghan Road, 
Peterborough, Ontario  

For more details go to www.rockandfossil.com  

Mar.  23, 24 Buffalo Geological Society, 46th Annual Gem, Mineral, Lapidary 
and Fossil Show 

“The Magic of Cut Stones” Sat: 10am-6pm, Sun. 10am-5pm. 
Admission $5.00. Market and Grange Buildings, The Fairgrounds, 
Hamburg, NY. Free Parking. Free for Children 12 and under. 

For more details go to www.bgsny.org  

Apr.  5-6 Brantford Lapidary and Mineral Society  

42nd Annual Gem and Mineral Show, Paris, Ontario, Paris 
Fairgrounds, 139 Silver St., Paris, ON, N3L 1V5. Dealers, 
Demonstrations, Exhibits, “Mine for Gems” Display, Silent Auctions 
both days. 

Apr.  25, 26, 
27 

Toronto Gem and Mineral Show  

Commercial Gem and Mineral Show with lots of mineral, gem and 
other dealers. Friday 4-9pm. Sat.-10-7pm, Sunday -10-5pm. Civitan 
Arena, 1030 Don Mills Road, Toronto. 

For more details go to www.torontogemshow.com. 

Apr.  24-27 41st Rochester Mineralogical Symposium  Radisson Hotel –
Rochester, Airport at 175, Jefferson Road, Rochester, NY, USA, 
14623  

For details go to: www.rasny.org  

May  3 Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Show  

Waterloo Community Arts Centre (aka “The 
Button Factory”), 25 Regina ST. S., Waterloo, 
ON. 10am – 4pm. Free admission. 

 
June   

 
7 Niagara Peninsula Geological Society -48th Annual Gem, Mineral 

and Fossil Show  Sale, Mountainview United Church, 150 Glendale 
Avenue, St. Catherines, ON. For more info,  contact 
npgsshow@bell.net or visit http://www.ccfms.ca/clubs/NPGS/ 

http://www.rockandfossil.com/
http://www.bgsny.org/
http://www.rasny.org/
mailto:npgsshow@bell.net
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2014 Membership Form 

 

THE WALKER MINERALOGICAL CLUB 

    Membership Form 2014 

 

Please check one:    New member           Renewal 
 

Name   

 
 
Check here    if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 
 
Address:  
 

Street      City    Postal Code 
 
Email 
 
 
Telephone 
 

Home      Cell     Work 
 
Membership Fees 
 

  $30 Single 
 

  $40 Family (children up to 15 years old) 
 

  $15 Youth age 14-18  
 

Amount paid:     Cash     Cheque   
 
 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events may be placed in the 
newsletter, website, or used in public displays. Please initial here if you do NOT want your picture 
used. 
 
Initial here to indicate no photos of you to be publicly displayed:  
 
CHEQUE ENCLOSED? ______________  
Payment may be made at any member meeting in cash or by cheque, or by sending your cheque 
to:    Walker Mineralogical Club  
                                 77 Wigmore Dr, 
                                  Toronto ON M4A 2E9 
                                 
 

 

 

 

 

$ 

 


