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NEXT MEETING 

February 10, 2016, 8:00pm   
Please arrive around 7:45 pm if possible 

University of Toronto, Earth Sciences Centre 

22 Russell Street, Room 2093 

 

 

Selenium, Tellurium, Vanadium, Oh My! 
 

Veronica DiCecco, Royal Ontario Museum 
 

In 2010, Veronica DiCecco started 

working with the ROM as an 

undergraduate student. Her first 

project was on selenium bearing 

minerals of El Dragón, Bolivia, 

which became her undergraduate 

thesis. The following summer, 

after graduation, she worked on 

identifying a suite of mineral 

samples from Tombstone, Arizona. 
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As part of this project Veronica 

discovered backite, named for 

former Walker Club President and 

honorary member Malcolm Back 

(a lover of and student  of 

tellurium minerals). After this 

project she travelled to 

Madagascar to begin her MASc on 

the mineralogy and geochemistry 

of vanadium minerals in 

Fotodrevo, Madagascar. She took 

a brief hiatus from mineralogy and 

is now back at the ROM. Come 

and hear tidbits about her previous 

projects, as well as what she’s 

currently working on at the ROM.  

 

About the Speaker   
 

Veronica is a mineralogy 

technician in the Department of 

Natural History and is responsible 

for the analysis and identification 

of minerals, meteorites, gems and 

other inorganic material. She also 

maintains the analytical equipment 

and is responsible for maintaining 

safety standards, both in the 

mineralogy lab and as the ROM’s 

Radiation and X-Ray Safety 

Officer. 

Veronica’s love for mineralogy 

was ignited by her early visits to 

the ROM in primary school. 

However, at that time, she never 

realized it was something she 

could make a career out of! When 

Veronica first started at the 

University of Toronto for her 

undergraduate degree she was 

certain that she wanted to become 

a pharmacist. In first year she took 

a geology course to fill a gap and 

has been hooked on rocks and 

minerals ever since. She graduated 

with a B.Sc. (Hons.) in 2011 with 

a specialist in Geology. As part of 

her undergraduate experience she 

held student positions in research 

at the ROM with Dr. Kim Tait 

through NSERC Undergraduate 

Student Research Awards. 

Through her work in this role, 

Veronica helped discover the new 

mineral backite named for 

Malcolm Back, former ROM 

mineralogy technician. 

Veronica continued her education 

at the University of Toronto with 

an M.A.Sc. (2013) under Profs. 

Tait and Spooner. As part of her 

research she traveled to 

Madagascar where she collected 

samples for her thesis on the 

mineralogy and geochemistry of a 

vanadium-graphite property 

(owned by Energizer Resources 

Ltd. of Toronto). Vanadium and 

graphite are key ingredients in new 

battery technologies. After 

graduating, Veronica went to work 

for Activation Laboratories Ltd 

(Actlabs), a commercial lab for the 

geosciences. At Actlabs Veronica 

was a member of the Business 

Development team where a crucial 

part of this role was to understand 

the applications and shortcomings 

of all commercially available 

geochemistry techniques. 
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Veronica returned to work with 

Dr. Tait in the summer of 2015 

and couldn’t be happier to be back 

at the ROM! We look forward to 

learning more about her current 

work! 

Dinner with the Speaker 

 

Why don’t you consider joining 

Veronia DiCecco and your fellow 

members for “Dinner with the 

Speaker” , in the downstairs pub, 

at the Faculty Club, 41 Willcocks 

Street, on the U. of T. Campus, at 

6:00pm, before the meeting. **** 

Please note that this is a NEW 

location for the Dinner with the 

Speaker . It is just up the street 

from the Walker Club meetings. It 

is always a pleasant time, getting 

to know each other better,  

possible reminiscing and 

interesting conversations. All are 

welcome! Please bring cash to pay 

for your supper!? 

Happy WMC members at the Faculty 

Club with Corey Leblans 

 

Looking Back  
 

The January meeting featured a 

presentation by Corey Leblans, of 

Queen’s University that mostly 

centered around  the geology and 

localities of the Bancroft area. 

Corey has worked for the Chamber 

in Bancroft and has led many field 

trips to locations in the area. Most 

club members present we excited 

to learn about more about the 

overall geology and origins of the 

Grenville Geological Province that 

hosts the Bancroft area and the 

various mineral deposits that exist 

in the area.  

Corey Leblans gives an overview of 

his presentation. 

Corey makes a point with member 

Don Lapham. 

 

Annual Banquet 

 
Book your calendar, Friday, 

May 13 for our annual banquet! 

Traditionally we have reserved our 

May meeting for our annual 

banquet. This is a great 

opportunity to socialize with 

members and guests before 
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spending the summer collecting. 

This year we will have Quintin 

and Willow Wight as our very 

special speakers.  Quintin is a 

renowned collector and author 

who specializes in micro minerals 

and Willow is an expert in 

gemology. Their topic will be the 

Gem Mines of Tanzania. Quintin 

will explain the geological setting, 

and Willow will talk about the 

gems that are found there. This is a 

wonderful opportunity for 

members to bring their spouses, 

not only for the socializing, but to 

hear about both scientific and 

aesthetic aspects of our hobby.  

 

The banquet will be at the 

University of Toronto Faculty 

Club, very close to where we hold 

our regular meetings. 

Cocktails will be in the pub in the 

basement of the club. 

 

For this meeting we extend a 

special invitation to our Honorary 

members, so hopefully some of 

them will be there for you to meet 

and visit with. 

 

Food the banquet will feature a 

buffet with both meat and 

vegetarian entrées, salads, veggies, 

rice, potatoes, and a desert buffet 

with coffee and tea. The tickets 

will cost $60.00 per person 

 

More details about our speakers 

and their topic will be presented in 

future bulletins. Tickets can be 

purchased at our meetings, or by 

contacting Steve Szilard or our 

Treasurer, Tony Steede. 

 

ROM Meteorite, Rock, 

Fossil, Gem, and Mineral 

Identification Clinics 
 

Do you or your friends have 

minerals that you need help 

identifying? Why not consider 

visiting the Royal Ontario 

Museums’ monthly “Meteorite, 

Rock, Fossil, Gem and Mineral 

Identification Clinic” that takes 

place regularly at the ROM.  The 

ROM will have experts on hand to 

examine your treasures or finds 

and try to give you some idea of 

what you have! Here are the dates 

for 2016 

February 17     April 20 

June 15  August 17 

Oct. 19  Dec. 7 

4:00-5:00pm, Presidents Choice 

Entrance on Queen’s Park side of 

the ROM. 

For more information on the ROM 

and this activity check out the 

ROM calendar at: www.rom.ca  

 

Newsletter Content 
 

We are always in need of content 

for this newsletter. If you have 

news, pictures, upcoming events or 

short articles that you would like 

to contribute, please contact: 

 

David K. Joyce, editor, at 

dkjoyce@bellnet.ca or 905-836-

9073. 

http://www.rom.ca/
mailto:dkjoyce@bellnet.ca
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UPCOMING  MEETINGS  AND  EVENTS 
 

January 30-February 13  Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows  During this 

time period there are dozens of Gem, mineral and fossil Shows occurring in 

Tucson Arizona. You can find the timing of all of them at this website: 

http://www.tucsongemshows.net/coming.html   The “Main Show”, the 

original and huge show at the Convention Center, is put on by the Tucson 

Gem and Mineral Society and is the last event. You learn more about it at 

www.tgms.org   
 

March 5, 6, 2016   Peterborough Rock, Gem and Fossil Show, Kawartha 

Rock and Fossil Club, 911 Monaghan Road, Peterborough, ON.  For more 

info, visit www.rockandfossil.com  

 

April 2,3, 2016  44
th

 Annual Brantford Gem and Mineral Show, Paris 

Fairgrounds, 139 Silver St., Paris, ON. For more info visit 

www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca  

 

April 14-17, 2016   Rochester Mineralogical Symposium, Rochester NY. 

One of the best mineralogical events on the calendar and within driving 

distance of Toronto! Details to be added later. Mark it in! 
 

April 2,3 Buffalo Geological Society’s 48
th

 Annual Gem, Mineral, and 

Fossil Show “Crinoids; Feathers of the Sea”    Admission: $5.00/day, 

$7.00/weekend. Hamburg Fairgrounds, Market and Grange Buildings, 5820 

South Park Avenue, Hamburg, NY  
 

May 7, 2016  Kitchener-Waterloo Gem and Mineral Club Annual Show 

and Sale, Waterloo Community Arts Centre, 25 Regina St. S, Waterloo, ON 

 

July 28-31, 2016  Bancroft Gemboree, the 53
rd

 Annual!  One of the 

largest Gem and Mineral Shows in Canada, so close to the GTA! For 

detailed information about the Show check out www.rockhoundgemboree.ca  

 

 

http://www.tucsongemshows.net/coming.html
http://www.tgms.org/
http://www.rockandfossil.com/
http://www.brantfordlapidarymineral.ca/
http://www.rockhoundgemboree.ca/
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Membership Application or Renewal Form 

 

 

 

           THE WALKER MINERALOGICAL CLUB 

Membership Form 2016 
 

Please check one:    New member           Renewal 
 

Name   

 
 
Check here    if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 
 
Address:  
 

Street      City    Postal Code 
 
Email 
 
 
Telephone 
 

Home      Cell     Work 
 
Membership Fees 
 

  $30 Single 
 

  $40 Family (children up to 15 years old) 
 

  $15 Youth age 14-18  
 

Amount paid:     Cash     Cheque   
 
 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events may be placed in the 
newsletter, website, or  used in public displays. Please initial here if you do NOT want your 
picture used. 
 
Initial here to indicate no photos of you to be publicly displayed:  
 
CHEQUE ENCLOSED? ______________  
Payment may be made at any member meeting in cash or by cheque, or by sending your cheque 
to:    Walker Mineralogical Club  
                                 77 Wigmore Dr, 
                                  Toronto ON M4A 2E9 
                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check one:    New Member    Renewal 

 
Name:___________________________________________________

________ 

 
Check here  if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 

 
Address: 

_________________________________________________________ 

  Street/City/Postal Code 

 

Email:  ________________________  Telephone:  (H)

 ______________ 

           (C)

 ______________ 

          (W)

 ______________ 

Membership Fee: 
 $30 Single     

 $40  Family (Children up to 15yrs old)  

  $15  Youth age 14-18  

 
Amount Paid: $ __________   Cash Cheque       On-line 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events 

may be placed in the newsletter, website, or used in public displays.  

 

$ 

 


