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NEXT MEETING 

December 9, 2015, 8:00pm   
Please arrive around 7:45 pm if possible 

University of Toronto, Earth Sciences Centre 

22 Russell Street, Room 2093 

 

Christmas Party and Meeting 
 

 

It is hard to believe that another 

year has come and gone! It has! 

That means it is time for the 

annual Christmas Party-meeting. 

This meeting will feature three 

members who will offer bits of 

their knowledge and talents to 

satiate our need for knowledge 

about minerals. As well, Council 

will provide a mini-feast 

afterwards  to satiate our need for 

yummy food and Christmas 

goodies!   
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There will be three members 

presenting at the December 

meeting/party: 

 

Jim Haase, Our own president, 

will present a talk about the 

discovery of the "Most Abundant 

Mineral on Earth". When Jim  

joined the Walker Club back in 

2006, he conferred with Tony 

Steede concerning a passage he 

read in a popular book on 

Geology, by Richard Fortey. That 

passage called the most abundant 

mineral on earth perovskite. That 

was the same mineral that we were 

finding on field trips to Oka, 

Quebec! Tony subsequently 

expressed his doubts that anyone 

could name a mineral that was 

thought to exist only in the lower 

mantle. He forwarded an article 

from Scientific American that also  

referred to perovskite as the most 

abundant mineral on earth.  

Jim finally came to understand that 

the structural geologists were 

using the name perovskite to speak 

to the structure of this theoretical 

mineral and not to its mineralogy. 

For years geophysicists and 

structural geologist have been  

using high pressure high 

temperature experiments with 

diamond anvils and lasers to 

induce changes to various mineral 

species to replicate the conditions 

of the deep earth. The 

geophysicists were also busy 

studying the effects of earthquakes 

to try and understand the 

composition of the mantle.  

So it was gratifying to finally learn 

that they named the "most 

abundant mineral" Bridgmanite in 

2014. Two scientists , Chi Ma 

from Cal Tech and Oliver 

Tshauner UNLV isolated the 

mineral from the Tenham L6 

chondrite that was found in 

Queensland Australia in 1878.  Jim 

will tell us more about this 

fascinating subject and situation. 

 

Steve Szilard will present a talk 

entitled “President’s Choice –

Memories of Minerals”. 

The reasons why we collect 

minerals is endless and personal, 

and most likely different for every 

collector. Steve intends to discuss 

one aspect of his personal 

collection with reference to 

specific specimens that could have 

ended up in the collections of 

some other members. He will also 

include information on the unique 

aspects of some specimens that 

make them desirable. 

 

Steve is a long term member of the 

Walker Club, first joining in the 

1980's after attending a Walker 

Club auction with some of his 

friends. Although interested in 

minerals before joining the club, 

his activity increased substantially 

once he met collectors with similar 

interests. One of the significant  

events was attending the Club trip 

to Manitoba where he spent a lot 

of time with David Joyce, Tony 

Steede, Malcolm Back, Bev and 

Mars Mikel and others, from the 
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club and the Canadian Museum of 

Nature. 

Although he is not a professional 

in the hobby, Steve has a 

significant scientific interest in 

minerals. He has a display 

collection like many of us have but 

his primary interest is in the 

minerals from the alkaline 

intrusions of Mont St. Hilaire. 

 

David K. Joyce, long time 

member of the club, is also a 

songwriter/bard. He will bring his 

guitar along and will perform a 

few of his mineral songs. Maybe 

you’ll sing along? 

 

So it sounds like it will be a fun, 

interesting and tasty evening! Be 

there! 

 

Dec. Meeting Specimen 

Exhibit! 
 

Be sure to bring your favourite 

specimens that you have found or 

acquired during the past year? The 

display case will be set up for two 

categories: favourite acquired 

specimen and favourite field 

collected specimen. Please bring 

out your favourites to show fellow 

members and provide some talking 

points during the social portions of 

the meeting!? 

 

Dinner with the Speaker 

 

Why don’t you consider joining 

our fellow members, Steve Szilard, 

David K. Joyce and Jim Haase and 

other fellow club members for 

“Dinner with the Speaker” at the 

Duke of York Pub, Bedford and 

Prince Arthur at 6:00pm, before 

the meeting. It is always a pleasant 

time, getting to know each other 

better, possible reminiscing and 

interesting conversations. All are 

welcome! 

 

Looking Back  
 

Dr. Scott Ercit, distinguished 

scientist from the Canadian 

Museum of Nature presented an 

excellent talk about, mostly, 

tantalum and rare earth minerals. 

During the talk, he outlined the 

important mineral groups, correct 

formulae, improper and proper 

naming protocols and problematic 

minerals. It was a very interesting 

talk that encapsulated much of 

what Scott has, himself, learned 

over 40 years of mineralogical 

research.  

Dr. Scott Ercit makes a point! 
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Attached Article  on Mont 

Saint-Hilaire 
 

The September meeting featured 

renowned mineral collector and 

dealer Gilles Haineault who spoke 

in depth about Mont Saint-Hilaire, 

the famous collecting site in 

Quebec. Tony Steede has produced 

a very nice outline of interesting 

details and facts about Mont Saint-

Hilaire. It is attached to this 

newsletter for your reading 

pleasure. 

 

ROM Meteorite, Rock, 

Fossil, Gem, and Mineral 

Identification Clinics 
 

Do you or your friends have 

minerals that you need help 

identifying? Why not consider 

visiting the Royal Ontario 

Museums’ monthly “Meteorite, 

Rock, Fossil, Gem and Mineral 

Identification Clinic” that takes 

place regularly at the ROM.  The 

ROM will have experts on hand to 

examine your treasures or finds 

and try to give you some idea of 

what you have!  

 

For more information on this 

activity check out:  

 

https://www.rom.on.ca/en/activitie

s-programs/events-calendar/rock-

gem-mineral-fossil-and-meteorite-

identification-clinic-0 

 

 

The remaining date for 2015 ROM 

ID clinics is : 

 

Dec. 9 

 

Newsletter Content 
 

We are always in need of content 

for this newsletter. If you have 

news, pictures,  

upcoming events or short articles 

that you would like to contribute, 

please contact David K. Joyce, 

editor, at dkjoyce@bellnet.ca or 

905-836-9073. 

 
     

  

 

 

UPCOMING  MEETINGS  AND  EVENTS 
 

April 14-17, 2016   Rochester Mineralogical Symposium, Rochester NY. 

One of the best mineralogical events on the calendar and within driving 

distance of Toronto! Details to be added later. Mark it in!
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Membership Application or Renewal Form 

 

 

 

           THE WALKER MINERALOGICAL CLUB 

Membership Form 2016 
 

Please check one:    New member           Renewal 
 

Name   

 
 
Check here    if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 
 
Address:  
 

Street      City    Postal Code 
 
Email 
 
 
Telephone 
 

Home      Cell     Work 
 
Membership Fees 
 

  $30 Single 
 

  $40 Family (children up to 15 years old) 
 

  $15 Youth age 14-18  
 

Amount paid:     Cash     Cheque   
 
 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events may be placed in the 
newsletter, website, or  used in public displays. Please initial here if you do NOT want your 
picture used. 
 
Initial here to indicate no photos of you to be publicly displayed:  
 
CHEQUE ENCLOSED? ______________  
Payment may be made at any member meeting in cash or by cheque, or by sending your cheque 
to:    Walker Mineralogical Club  
                                 77 Wigmore Dr, 
                                  Toronto ON M4A 2E9 
                                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check one:    New Member    Renewal 

 
Name:___________________________________________________

________ 

 
Check here  if no change in contact details, otherwise complete below. 

 
Address: 

_________________________________________________________ 

  Street/City/Postal Code 

 

Email:  ________________________  Telephone:  (H)

 ______________ 

           (C)

 ______________ 

          (W)

 ______________ 

Membership Fee: 
 $30 Single     

 $40  Family (Children up to 15yrs old)  

  $15  Youth age 14-18  

 
Amount Paid: $ __________   Cash Cheque       On-line 

 
Photo waiver: Pictures taken at meetings, field trips and other events 

may be placed in the newsletter, website, or used in public displays.  

 

$ 

 


